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Course Description: 

This course aims to provide students with a theoretical and practical understanding of participatory research 

methods. Originally developed for use in action-oriented development projects, ‘Rapid Rural Appraisal’ 

(RRA) and then ‘Participatory Rural Appraisal’ (PRA) methods are increasingly popular among researchers. 

However, there may be trade-offs between staying true to the community empowerment ideals 

underpinning PRA methods and the more extractive information needs of some research, particularly in a 

comparative setting.   

Learning Outcomes. At the end of this course, students should: 

• Understand the history and evolving philosophy of participatory research methods 

• Be able to critically assess the advantages and challenges of using participatory research methods 
indifferent contexts 

• Feel confident to apply some participatory research tools in their own research 
 

Course content: In the spirit of participatory research, I envisage this course to be co-produced by myself 

and the students. The session titles below are suggestions which will be refined during the first (and 

subsequent) sessions to reflect students’ interests. Each session will be two hours long. The first hour will be 

a more theory-oriented discussion of readings in the style of a reading group. The second hour will be more 

practical and allow us to review one or more tools in the ‘participatory research’ toolbox with a view to 

students practising these with each other or their friends and family in the week between sessions. I hope to 

bring in one or two guest speakers to talk of their own experience applying PRA approaches. 

https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=298,;
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/about/frequently-asked-questions/
mailto:liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk
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1. ‘Handing over the stick’ – In this session we will reflect on the underlying philosophy of participatory 

research methods, and practise Participatory Maps. 

2. Entry into a community, gatekeepers and saboteurs – We will reflect on co-production of research with 

local stakeholders, and practise Timelines and Transects.  

3. Sequencing and combining participatory and other research methods – We will discuss how to sequence 

different participatory research tools and how to combine them with other research methods, and practise 

Wellbeing Ranking, Matrices and Seasonal Calendars.  

4. Feeding back to participants and aggregating data for research purposes – We will reflect on the 

particular challenge of using participatory methods for ‘rigorous’ research in a comparative setting, how to 

feedback findings to participants, and practise Venn Diagrams and Systems Diagrams. 

5. Participatory research in a Covid-constrained world – We will use this session to think about innovative 

ways in which participatory ideas and tools could be applied in a Covid-constrained world (e.g. can research 

become more participatory and potentially allow shifts in ownership through virtual collaboration?), and to 

give students time to reflect on how they can integrate participatory approaches into their own fieldwork 

plans.  
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Eligibility: 

The course is likely to be of most interest to students on LISS Pathways 8 and 9 (The Environment and Urban 

Life).  

Students must be registered PhD students at either King’s College London, Imperial or Queen Mary 

University of London.  

 

Pre-course preparation: 

Please read the items on the reading list marked with an * 

Number of students: 

 Minimum number required to run: 5 

 Maximum number of places available: 12 

http://www.espa.ac.uk/files/espa/PRA-Manual.pdf

