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Course Code & 

Title 
LISS2001N Introduction to Interdisciplinary Research (Asynchronous) 

Convenor(s) Krzysztof Krakowski 

Institution KCL Department Political Economy 

Academic Year 2026-27 Term Autumn 

Number of 

sessions 
4 (Asynchronous)  Length of session(s) 30 mins 

Type of 

training 
General 

Day, Date Start – End Location 

N/A Self-Paced KEATS (Online) 

Enrolment 

Links: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from 30 September.  

To Register: Click this course link to log in and register. 

Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-dtp.ac.uk)  

 

The course will be available via KEATS (requires KCL login or course passkey) 

Course Description: 

This e-module runs on the King’s E-Learning and Teaching (KEATS) platform. It focuses on Data Driven 

Interdisciplinary Research and aims to equip PhD candidates with the knowledge and skills to conduct 

comprehensive research that combines theoretical and methodological approaches from different social 

sciences. The course emphasizes the combination of theoretical and empirical approaches from such 

disciplines as sociology, political science, political economy, geography, and history. Additionally, the course 

addresses the issue of collaborative research skills, preparing students to work effectively within 

interdisciplinary teams and to develop comprehensive research proposals that address multifaceted social 

phenomena.  

The course covers the interdisciplinary empirical research methods and their applications in social sciences, 

emphasizing the integration of qualitative and quantitative research approaches. The course aims to equip 

students with the skills to conduct and critically evaluate complex interdisciplinary research projects, 

combining theories and methodologies from sociology, political science, political economy, geography, and 

history. 

Structure: 

https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails%2C%3Bem%2CproviderCode=LISS%2CproviderOrgAlias=kcl%2Cnumber=2001N%2C%3B
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://keats.kcl.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=129993
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Pre-recorder sessions will cover theoretical foundations and practical illustrations of interdisciplinary 

research. You will also engage in developing research proposals and collaborative peer feedback projects, 

enhancing your ability to conduct and communicate interdisciplinary research. 

Each session includes a recorded lecture of approximately 30 minutes. 

There are four asynchronous sessions: 

1)  Understanding Interdisciplinary Research Frameworks 

Participants will compare and contrast different social science approaches using the examples from diverse 

settings. 

2)  Practical Integration of Multi-Disciplinary Approaches 

This session introduces Directed Acyclic Graphs (DAGs) as a tool for developing research questions and 

designing interdisciplinary projects. Rather than beginning with disciplinary perspectives, it shows how 

mapping causal relationships helps identify outcomes, mechanisms, confounders, and feasible research 

strategies. The session concludes with a practical illustration drawn from the instructor's own research, 

demonstrating how an initial idea can be translated into an actionable research design. 

3) Causal Mechanism Framework 

This session introduces the theoretical foundations of causal explanation in the social sciences through the 

work of Jon Elster. It discusses the concept of causal mechanisms, distinguishes mechanism-based 

explanations from correlation and prediction, and examines how identifying mechanisms can strengthen 

theory development and empirical research. 

4) Development of Interdisciplinary Research Proposals 

Participants will develop a mock grant proposal on a topic of their choice. Applying the conceptual and 

methodological tools introduced throughout the course, you will formulate a research question, construct 

and evaluate a conceptual model, assess the project's theoretical coherence and practical feasibility, and 

translate your ideas into a competitive funding proposal. 

Learning Outcomes: 

• Develop a comprehensive understanding of interdisciplinary research frameworks, integrating 

theories and methodologies from sociology, political science, political economy, geography, and 

history. 

• Demonstrate the ability to integrate approaches from multiple social science disciplines to address 

research questions in innovative ways. 

• Gain expertise in collecting, managing, and analyzing a variety of data types, including survey data, 

administrative records, archival documents, GIS data, and social media data. 

• Enhance collaborative research skills, working effectively within interdisciplinary teams to conduct 

and disseminate research. 

• Write and develop comprehensive research proposals that clearly articulate the interdisciplinary 

nature of the study. 
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Reading list: 

Session 1 

Deck, C., & Jahedi, S. (2015). The effect of cognitive load on economic decision making: A survey and new 

experiments. European Economic Review, 78, 97-119. 

Deutschmann, E. (2016). The spatial structure of transnational human activity. Social Science Research, 59, 

120-136. 

Schaub, M. (2017). Second-order ethnic diversity: the spatial pattern of diversity, competition and 

cooperation in Africa. Political Geography, 59, 103-116. 

Session 2 

Hager, A., Krakowski, K., & Schaub, M. (2019). Ethnic riots and prosocial behavior: Evidence from Kyrgyzstan. 

American Political Science Review, 113(4), 1029-1044. 

Session 3 

Elster, J. (2015). Explaining social behavior: More nuts and bolts for the social sciences. Cambridge University 

Press. Part I (chapters 1-3). 

Session 4 

Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., & Williams, J. M. (2009). The craft of research. University of Chicago press 

(selected chapters or in full).  

 

Meet your convenor(s): 

Krzysztof Krakowski is a lecturer in the Department of Political Economy. He received his PhD in 2018 from 

the European University Institute in Florence. Previously, he worked in United Nations Office for Drugs and 

Crime in Kenya. His research focuses on cooperation and conflict in different settings. He has conducted 

fieldwork in such countries as Colombia, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, and Poland, among others. 

 

Eligibility: 

This course is open to all LISS DTP students. 

 


