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Course Description

Experimental economics has become an important sub-field of economics. Insights from economic
experiments have allowed researchers to challenge many of the core assumptions in traditional economic
models, in some cases replacing and amending them with behavioural theories that more accurately reflect
human psychology. This module will introduce students to this topic, as well as the methodology behind
experimental economic studies. We will focus on behavioural experiments, by reading and critically
evaluating a number of original studies. We will discuss the benefits and drawbacks of experiments. We will
also think critically about the ethical implications of experiments and how this methodology is shaping the
direction of research. After completing the module, students should be able to read, understand and
critically evaluate experimental studies. They should have a solid grasp of the main principles of behavioural
economic theory and how it fits into the broader field of economics and other social sciences. This course
aims to:

e Provide students with specialized knowledge of experimental and behavioural economics.
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e Contextualize experimental economics in relation to the broader field of economics. Students
should understand how the introduction of economic experiments has allowed researchers to
challenge traditional assumptions in economics and other social sciences

Course Outline

This course consists of 2 sessions.
Session 1: a 4-hour lecture (with breaks), which will cover key topics.

Session 2: a 2-hour interactive session, where participants present their own research projects and have the
chance to receive tailored feedback for your experimental projects. More details on the presentation will be
shared during the first session.
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Eligibility
The course is open to all students. This is, however, an economics class and will involve some mathematic
models.
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Number of students
Minimum number required to run: 5

Maximum number of places available: 25
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