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Course Code 
& Title 

LISS2115 CADS Using Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies 

Convenor(s) Caitlin Hogan 

Institution QMUL Department Linguistics 

Academic 
Year 

2025-2026 Term Summer 

Number of 
Sessions 

4 
Length of 
Session(s) 

2 hours per session 

Day, Date 
Start and End 

time 
Room Location 

2/6/2026 
9/6/2026 
16/6/2026  
23/6/2026 

14:00 – 16:00 GC202, Queen Mary, University of London Mile 
End Campus 

Enrolment 
Link: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from Monday 2 March 2026. Click the course link to log 
in and register. 
 
Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-
dtp.ac.uk) 

 

Course Description 
Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) was introduced by Partingdon (2004) and is best described as a 
‘linguistic data-driven methodology’ (Jaworska, 2016). CADS uses the methodology of corpus linguistics (CL), 
where large-scale data sets are examined for linguistic patterns using computer programs, and then analysed 
through the lens of discourse analysis (DA), which examines language-in-use (Gee, 2001). As such, CADS is a 
field that blends the quantitative with qualitative, enabling researchers to explore how norms, values and 
ideologies are constructed through language. It can be applied to a range of discourses – gender, politics, 
media, sport, to name a few – and across a range of types of language, such as written, spoken, printed and 
online media texts, so is useful to a wide variety of linguistic researchers. As discourse analysis is a perspective 
with multiple available techniques, there are many issues to consider when using CADS. These include 
developing a grounded understanding of corpus linguistics, including building a corpus, understanding 
collocations, concordances and key words in context, applying quantitative and qualitative analyses at the 
same time, how to interpret salient linguistic patterns within in a sociocultural context and the importance of 
multimodality and interdiscursivity. As well as examining these areas, there will be the opportunity to discuss 
and work on your own (planned or actual) data collections through applying a CADS approach. 

The course is structured around four two-hour sessions incorporating both theoretical background and 
methodological techniques where the sessions will build and become gradually more practical and hands- 
on. The first session will provide the necessary background, the second invites the students to start building 
their own mini corpora, the third and fourth will be small scale analysis and interpretation using corpus 
linguistic and discourse analytic techniques. The optional fifth session will not be a formal class; instead, I 
will hold individual “clinics” (in the form of half-hour slots) in which delegates have the opportunity to meet 
one-on-one with the course lecturer and discuss a topic of their choosing arising from the course (e.g. their 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/about/howtofindus/mileend/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/about/howtofindus/mileend/
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails%2C%3Bem%2CproviderCode=LISS%2CproviderOrgAlias=kcl%2Cnumber=2115%2C%3B
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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CADS analysis conducted over the previous four sessions, or how they might implement CADS methods in 
their own PhD projects). 

Course Outline 

Session 1 
Introduction to CADS and building corpora: background, theory and methodology, including the types of 
research which corpus tools can be used for, what questions CADS can help us answer and why CADS is 
necessary in the first place; practical session which will cover key considerations relating to building corpora 
and in which delegates will begin building a mini-corpus to apply CADS analysis to 

Session 2 
Analysis I: practical, interactive session where delegates will begin analysing their mini corpora, focusing on 
the application of corpus linguistic tools 

Session 3 
Analysis II: practical, interactive session where delegates will continue analysing their mini corpora, now 
focusing on close analysis of data in context using discourse analytic techniques 

Session 4 
Clinic session: one-to-one meetings with the lecturer to discuss students’ individual datasets and 
troubleshooting if necessary 

Meet your course convenor(s) 
Caitlin Hogan is a 4th year PhD candidate at Queen Mary University of London, whose thesis focuses on the 

language use and community norms of Korean pop music fans on X/Twitter. Her work combines corpus 

linguistics with discourse analysis and ethnography in order to understand dynamics of power, identity and 

policing amongst this community. She has published articles employing corpus-assisted discourse analysis 

using data from Twitter in journals like Language@Internet and Social Media + Society.  

Reading list 
Before attending please read the following chapters/papers 

 

Session 1 
• Ancarno, C. (2020). Corpus-assisted discourse studies. In A. de Fina & A. Georgakopoulou (Eds.) 

• The Cambridge handbook of discourse studies (pp. 165–185). Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

 

Session 2 
• Reppen, R. (2022). Building a corpus: What are key considerations? In A. O’Keeffe and M. McCarthy, 

eds., The Routledge Handbook of Corpus Linguistics, 2nd ed. (pp. 13–20). London: Routledge. 

 

Session 3 
• Gillings, M., Mautner, G., & Baker, P. (2023). A Corpus Linguistic Toolkit for Studying Discourse. In: 

Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (pp.13-37). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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Session 4 
• Baker, P., Gabrielatos, C., KhosraviNik, M., Krzyżanowski, M., McEnery, T., & Wodak, R. (2008). A 

useful methodological synergy? Combining critical discourse analysis and corpus linguistics to 
examine discourses of refugees and asylum seekers in the UK press. Discourse & Society, 19(3), 273–
306. 

 
Further recommended reading lists will be provided before / during the sessions. 
 

Pre-course preparation 
If you are working on your own data, or starting to collect your data – consider any questions you have 
about the transcription, and the planned design for your corpus. There will be opportunities throughout the 
sessions to discuss these. 

Eligibility  
Open to all PhD students in social science and humanities, most relevant to linguistics students. Participants 
should have some prior knowledge of corpus linguistics. 

 

Number of students 
Min:  2 

Max: 25 
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