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Course Description

This workshop introduces archives from diverse perspectives, acknowledging and exploring the archive as a
contested space. Participants will critically examine presences and absence within archival materials,
considering how context, conditions of creation and the epistemic lens of the ‘researcher’ shapes what is
preserved, understood and conveyed.

Meet your course convenor(s)

Dr Etienne Joseph is an archivist, researcher, educator and practitioner. His work explores the idea of the
archive as a site of decolonisation, both in terms of the presences and absences in the institutional archive,
and the role of oral and intangible heritage in the creation of a concept of archive resonant with communities
of the global south. An artist and an activist, Etienne has both led, and supported memory projects connected
to African music, the dance of the African Diaspora, reparations, restitution, and African diaspora community
development. His current projects include the cataloguing of several community archives reflecting the
diasporic African experience in the UK, the preservation and sharing of a large British-Vietnamese archive in
East London, and an archival restitution project linked to a collection of papers crucial to understanding the
decolonisation and independence of Botswana.

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:
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e Suggest, discuss and critically assess definitions of the archive and/or archives.

o Reflect on the inevitable biases and partiality of archives and how archival research might be
approached with sensitivity to these.

o Reflect on the relevance of ‘the archive’ to their individual research journey.

Course Outline

e What s an archive? An introduction to the concept of archives from different epistemic
perspectives.

e Contexts, presences and absences: What are the biases in an archive (and in those of us accessing
them) and how can these be taken into account?

e How is ‘the archive’ relevant to me? In what ways might the archive relate to your research and how
can this be articulated?

Reading list

e Silence, Accessibility, and Reading Against the Grain: Examining Voices of the Marginalized in the
India Office Records (https://doi.org/10.5070/D482011848)

e Documenting resistance, conflict and violence: a scoping review of the role of participatory digital
platforms in the mobilisation of resistance (https://doi.org/10.1007/s10502-023-09416-8)

e To Suddenly Discover Yourself Existing”: Uncovering the Impact of Community Archives.
(https://doi.org/10.17723/0360-9081.79.1.56)

e Venusin Two Acts (https://doi.org/10.1215/-12-2-1)

e Listening to Images (scan)

Number of students
Max: 12
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