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Course Description

This course combines two interconnected literatures. First, it examines the literature produced by
community-based organisations, critically reflecting on their partnerships with academics and academic
institutions. Secondly, it examines the literature produced by academics themselves, engaging in critical self-
reflection of their own work and practice as scholars producing work which has effects beyond the academy.
The course will explore the intended and unintended effects of academic work, compare the seldom-heard
stakeholders it engages with, and consider the possibilities of community collaboration and co-production.

Meet your course convenor(s)

Adam Elliott-Cooper is a lecturer in social and public policy in the School of Politics and IR, QMUL. His research
focuses on policing and social movements, and is informed by theories of racial capitalism, postcolonialism
and Blackfeminism. His research has involved working with a range of non-academic partnersand community
organisations. These including tenants associations, anti-gentrification campaigns and community groups
challenging displacement from council estates in London. He also engages in ongoing work with anti-racist
organisations challenging policing in Britain.

His first monograph, Black Resistance to British Policing, was published by Manchester University Press in May
2021. He is also co-author of Empire’s Endgame: Racism and the British State (Pluto Press, 2021).

Adam sits on the board of The Monitoring Group, an anti-racist organisation challenging state racisms and
racial violence.


https://www.qmul.ac.uk/about/howtofindus/mileend/
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails%2C%3Bem%2CproviderCode=LISS%2CproviderOrgAlias=kcl%2Cnumber=2103%2C%3B
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course you will

1) have a broad understanding of the political and ethical issues that arise from partnerships with
communities

2) have a developed understanding of how scholars have attempted to maintain the dignity and freedom
of community stakeholders, partners and participants

3) be able to employ a critical analysis of how knowledge is produced and legitimised

4) have developed an understanding of how different community-based organisations experience and
respond to academic partnerships

5) understand how academics committed to community engagement and empowerment are attempting to
avoid exploiting community-based organisations.

Course Outline

In this series of seminars, we will examine a diverse range of texts which critically analyse the role of
academics, academic research and academia in their engagement with communities and community-based
organisations. Each week, we will explore a topic which critically stimulates a discussion that critically
reflects on the impact that our work as academic researchers has on communities and community
organisations. The seminar topic will be introduced by the convenor, who will reflect on his own knowledge
and experience working with communities, but discussions will be student-led, through their engagement
with the readings and how it informs their own research and thinking.

1) Introduction: What is community, and who produces knowledge?

This week, we will read two texts which consider how knowledge is produced by community-based
organisations in partnership with academics/academic research. The first text will explore the use of
academic research in informing the strategies and political education programmes of a community
organisation based inthe US. The second reading looks at a partnership between a community-based group
and academics themselves, in building capacity in improving access to public services. Both these texts force
us to consider where useful knowledge comes from, the role of the intellectual in community life, and the
balance of forces at play when community groups engage with powerful institutions.

2) Engaging the Ordinary: Convivial Cultures and Everyday Life
In this second week, we will look at how academics have engaged with community life in banal settings, and

explore the way people navigate their everyday lives in social and domestic settings. The texts consider how
everyday cultural formations give people’s lives meaning, better enabling us to make sense of the world.
Building on the discussions from the previous week, the readings also force us to contend with the unequal
power dynamics at play between academic researchers and communities, and how such imbalances are
navigated by researchers.

3) Research Ethics I: Seldom Heard Communities
In this first session on research ethics, we will be looking at how researchers have worked with vulnerable

individuals and communities, such as deportees. The reading we do will explore how long-term relationships
are built with research subjects, the development of trust over time, and how the issues faced by research
participants are dealt with sensitively, both in person and in written text. Again, the power imbalance
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between researcher and subject is crucial here, as well as the possible blurring of these divides through co-
production.

4) Research Ethics Il: NGOs and Experts
In this second seminar on research ethics, we will be joined by Aida Hassan, who completed her field

research in 2024, interviewing NGO workers across the MENA region, operating in conflict zones. Aida will
explore how interviews with policy-makers can help us to make sense of contested terms, such as
‘developmentality’. We will also make use of feminist theory to problematise the approach of ‘expert
interviews’, and the role this methodology can play in reproducing preexisting power imbalances in and
beyond academia.

5) Scholar Activism: Co-production or Extractivism?
In this final seminar, we will return to the question of how academics and our research can contribute to

community-oriented change. This will be done by exploring two texts. One is by scholar activist Ruth Wilson
Gilmore, on the development of theory from engagement with community-based political organisations.
The second is a piece of academic research which was co-produced by a coalition of social movements in
South Africa, in partnership with academics selected by the movements themselves. Both are texts which
reconsider how academic knowledge is produced, and the role of communities in co-producing that
knowledge.

Reading list

1) Introduction: What is community, and who produces useful knowledge?

e Perez, A(2007) ‘Between Radical Theory and Community Praxis: Reflections on Organizing and the Non-
Profit Industrial Complex’, in Incite! (eds) The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-Profit
Industrial Complex. Cambridge, Massachusetts: South End Press pp. 91-100

e De Roux, G(1991) Chapter 4: ‘Together Against the Computer: PAR and the Struggle of Afro-Colombians
for Public Services’, in Fals-Borda, A F and Rahman, M (eds), Action and Knowledge: Breaking the
Monopoly with Participatory Action Research. New York: Apex Press

Questions to consider:

e Where is useful knowledge produced in your own research practice?

e Do the readings encourage you to question where your data is gathered from, or the relationship you
have with research participants/stakeholders?

2) Engaging the Ordinary: Convivial Cultures and Everyday Life

e Back, L (2007) Chapter 2: ‘Home from Home’, in The Art of Listening. Oxford: Berg

e Singh, A (2021) Introduction and Conclusion, in Fighting Identity: An Ethnography of Kickboxing in East
London. London: Routledge

Questions to consider:

e How do the two researchers differently attempt to capture the ‘everyday’ while minimising their
disruption or intrusion upon it?

e What kinds of conceptualisations emerge from focusing on the politics of the ordinary?
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Research Ethics I: Seldom Heard Communities

Du Noronha (2020) ‘Ethnography, portraiture, power’ (pp. 26—35 of Introduction); Chapter 4: ‘Chris’ (pp.
89-116); ‘Afterword, by Chris’ (pp. 251-254), in Departing Black Britons: Portraits of Deportations to
Jamaica. Manchester: MUP

Briggs, D (2010) ‘True stories from bare times on road’: Developing empowerment, identity and social
capital among urban minority ethnic young people in London, UK, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 33:5, 851-
871

Questions to consider:

4)

How do the two researchers use ethnography to differently address how their research participants are
affected by criminalisation?

How does the different approach to ethnography by the two researchers lead to different conceptual
framings.

Research Ethics Il: NGOs and Experts

Jon Harald Sande Lie (2015), ‘Introduction’ and ‘Chapter 1’, in Developmentality: An Ethnography of the
World Bank-Uganda Partnership. New York: Berghahn Books pp1-41

Michelle Lokot (2021). Whose Voices? Whose Knowledge? A Feminist Analysis of the Value of Key
Informant Interviews. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 20, 1609406920948775.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1609406920948775

Questions to consider:

5)

How do policy experts normalise concepts such as developmentality, and how can researchers unpack
meaning from these norms?

How can researchers focus on research participants with formal political power, without reproducing
existing power imbalances?

Social movements: Co-production or Extractivism?

Gilmore R W (2008) ‘Forgotten Places and the Seeds of Grassroots Planning’. In Charles R Hale (ed.),
Engaging Contradictions: Theory, Politics and Methods of Activist Scholarship. Los Angeles and Berkeley:
University of California Press, pp. 31-61

Lindela Figlan, Rev. Mavuso, Busi Ngema, Zodwa Nsibande, Sihle Sibisi and Sbu Zikode (2009) Living
Learning, The Church Land Programme (CLP), South Africa

Pre-course preparation
All readings need to be completed before the corresponding seminar.

Eligibility

All PhD students are welcome to attend but RA6 students will be given priority

Number of students:

Min: 6

Max: 20



