
This study aims to explore how the conditions in contingency
asylum accommodation (CAA) impact placemaking practices and
mental health for people seeking asylum. This study focuses on
the RAF Wethersfield - a former military base repurposed as a
large scale accommodation site for men seeking asylum.
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WHAT IS CONTINGENCY

ACCOMMODATION? 
Contingency asylum accommodation
includes hotels or larger scale sites such
as repurposed army barracks used to
house people seeking asylum. 
Rising numbers of people placed in CAA
since 2020.
Government’s future plan is to increase
dependence on large-scale
accommodation. 
These sites are widely considered
unsuitable and often described as quasi-
detention due to their restrictive nature
and poor conditions. 
Research shows they can have significant
negative impacts on daily life, with
growing evidence of mental health harms. 

WHAT IS

PLACEMAKING?
Placemaking — the ways people adapt to,
shape, and respond to their
surroundings. 
Acknowledges people's active
participation in shaping their
environment and in navigating the
constraints or possibilities faced.  
It can involve acts of resilience and
connection, but it can also reflect
struggle or resistance. 
This study will help us understand the
reality of life in contingency
accommodation, how people respond to
the environment, and what support is
needed.    

1.How do people seeking asylum living
in contingency accommodation make
a place for themselves? 

2.How do living conditions affect their
everyday lives and placemaking
practices? 

3.How do living conditions and
placemaking practices affect their
mental health and wellbeing? 

4.What spaces, relationships, and
services do people seeking asylum
see as important for influencing
their mental health and wellbeing? 

PILOT STUDY RESULTS 
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METHODOLOGY:

Method: 
Semi-structured

interviews with 10
service providers working
with the people seeking

asylum residing in
Wethersfield CAA 

1.Service providers' efforts: Provide a lot of support, activities and positive social
interaction that help shape the environment.  

2.Connection, exclusion, belonging: People build relationships as a way to survive and
create belonging, but the camp’s restrictive conditions often limit these efforts with
those in and beyond the camp.  

3.Meaning and purpose: Residents have few meaningful activities, leading to boredom
and a sense of waiting, though some create their own small escapes, like music,
informal groups, or trips off-site, to bring purpose into daily life. 

4.Search for normality/everyday practices: Even in restrictive conditions, residents use
everyday routines and small creative acts to reclaim comfort, agency and a sense of
normal life.  

5.Survival and Withdrawal: Some residents cope by withdrawing or sleeping to “get
through” the day, highlighting placemaking as an act of survival.  

6.Religious Practices: Religious practice is constrained by poor transport and unsuitable
worship spaces, leaving many residents unable to engage in their religion in a dignified
or meaningful way. 
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