
RQ1. How, why and to what extent do
(E)NGOs influence the decision to, the
process of and motivations for climate
change litigation in the Global South? 
RQ2. What is the nature of the
relationship that NGOs involved in
climate litigation efforts in the Global
South have with the local population in
the places they are ‘representing’? 
RQ3. What are the power dynamics
between Global North-based NGOs and
the local environmental groups and
efforts behind climate litigation in the
Global South? 

Socio-Legal Approach
Moves beyond law to examine litigation as an
embedded social and political process.
Considers actors, motivations, relationships,
institutional constraints, and narratives.

Environmental Justice Lens
Drawing on Schlosberg and Agyeman:

Distribution of environmental burdens and benefits
Recognition of marginalised groups
Participation in decision-making
“Just sustainabilities” — linking justice with
development and socio-ecological wellbeing.

Legal Mobilisation & Civil Society
Understanding how rights-based arguments,
NGOs, and citizen actors translate grievances into
legal claims.
Emphasis on the conditions preceding legal action
rather than case outcomes alone.

For more information on this
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BACKGROUND

Climate Litigation: Legal disputes concerning climate change (in some
capacity) against governments or corporations
Climate change litigation has risen rapidly over the past decade ⟶ The
Global South has seen emerging lawsuits
Literature: Mostly legal analysis, but there is the emergence of ⟶ Climate
evidence and debates on how that links with the judiciary & social science
analyses on the conditions and impacts of climate litigation
Climate litigation is emerging as an additional tool of mobilisation
How does climate litigation emerge from social movements? 

Research Questions

Theoretical Frameworks

[Peel and Osofsky, 2020]

Case Studies: Earthlife Africa v the Minister of Environmental Affairs, Ridhima
Pandey v the Union of India & Greenpeace Indonesia v the Governor of Bali 
Qualitative document analysis ⟶ media, scholarship and policy briefs
Unstructured interviews with community members ⟶ Participant-led and
reflexive research intentions
Semi-structured interviews with NGO employees 
Ethnography of the changing environmental conditions

Methodology

Moving forward from the literature review and
first chapter, the PhD will now focus on empirical
data collection:

Field sites in South Africa, India, and
Indonesia
Interviews with NGOs, community groups,
lawyers, and officials
Observation of organisational practices and
advocacy strategies
Mapping transnational NGO networks
supporting Global South litigation
Focus on local contexts of environmental
injustice and community engagement

Next Steps & Fieldwork

Produces the first
comparative,
qualitative study of
NGO–citizen
mobilisation behind
Global South
climate litigation.
Advances socio-
legal and
environmental
justice perspectives
beyond doctrinal
case analysis.
Offers practical
insights for
strengthening
community-centred,
justice-oriented
climate action.
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