Background

Transport accessibility is unequally distributed,

government goals.

Has devolution enabled a more just
public transport policy in England?

] Accessibility to employment, education and

I healthcare is greater in England’s large cities,

: especially those associated with older Combined
and local needs are in tension with central L Authorities (e.g. London, Manchester).

# large employment centers within 30

English devolution is transferring power from
central government to new Combined

Authorities, collections of local councils headed
by a mayor.

Combined Authorities may improve accessibility
by increasing powers, capacity and funding. But
devolution has created a ‘patchwork’ of
powers and funding across the country.
Central government remains highly
Influential in local politics. [1, 2]

England’s 3 levels of government
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Theoretical framework

AflTransportjustice considers how we
o can remove barriers to living a good

and with transforming the structures that produce
Inequity. [3]

Polycentric, multi-level governance
* considers how institutional actors
coordinate in systems of multiple nodes of power,
at different levels of government. [4, 5]
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life for the disadvantaged due to poor transport, Key terms

minutes public transport (2017)

Devolution: “The transfer of power
downwards to political authorities at
Immediate or local levels.” [6]
Transport accessibility: “The ease with
which persons can reach places and
opportunities from a given location.” [ 3]
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Sequential, mixed methods approach

RQ1: Has devolution improved transport
accessibility outcomes in England?

| will use difference-in-difference analysis of
public transport accessibility across 32,000
regions (LSOASs) from 2014 to 2019, to test if

Combined Authorities have improved accessibility
In their regions.
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| will use content analysis of the objectives and

RQ2: Has devolution changed the
priorities of local transport policy?

ldata analysis methods of 160 local transport
Eplanning documents in 2021 and 2024 against
icentral government guidance to understand if
| Combined Authorities can innovate more than
iother local councils.

&

RQ3: How does devolution shape local

transport policy work”?

RQ1 and RQ2 will guide case selection for a
comparative institutional ethnography of 3
Combined Authorities.

| will spend 3 months in each Combined Authority
to explore how local transport policymaker work is
shaped by local and central transport documents,

and what this means for transport justice.

- Get involved

el \What makes your campus

224 accessible, in your opinion?
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