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Course Code 
& Title 

LISS2127: How to Write Your PhD Creatively: One Day Writing Retreat  

Convenor(s) Emily Coleman 

Institution LISS DTP Department  

Academic 
Year 

2025-26 Term Spring 2026 

Number of 
sessions 

1 
Research 
Platform 

 Writing Training  
Length of 
Session(s) 

1 day 

Day, Date Start : End Room Location 

Friday 23rd January 2026 10:00 – 16:00 

G8 Waterloo Bridge Wing, 

Waterloo Campus, King’s 

College London  

(IN-PERSON) 

Enrolment 
Links: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from 15th December 2025. Click the course link to log in and 

register.  

 
Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-
dtp.ac.uk) 

 

Course Description: 
For most PhD candidates, the thesis will be the most extensive and challenging piece of writing 

they have ever undertaken. This intensive, one-day retreat draws on creative writing techniques to 

help you craft a clear and engaging narrative through your research. 

You will learn how to apply lessons from fiction – including structure, pacing and voice – to shape 

your thesis into a story you readers will want to follow. The day combines group discussions, 

guided exercises and independent writing time. You will leave with new insights and practical tools 

for developing, revising and refining your own work.  

By the end of the retreat, you will have learnt how to: 

- Get started with a daunting writing project and build momentum  

- Establish a sustainable writing practice 

- Overcome perfectionism and write with confidence 

- Discover your academic writing voice 

- Structure your ideas into a progressive argument 

- Improve the readability and flow of your writing  

- Be your own editor 

- Use your research question to organise and focus your thesis 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/waterloo-bridge-wing
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/waterloo-bridge-wing
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails%2C%3Bem%2CproviderCode=LISS%2CproviderOrgAlias=kcl%2Cnumber=2127%2C%3B
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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Please bring a section of your own writing (for example, a chapter, article draft or proposal) to 

develop and revise during the retreat. 

Course Schedule: 
The day will consist of the following sections 

10 - 11.15 - Getting started 

11.15 - 11.30 - Break 

11.30 - 12.15 - Developing a first draft 

12.15 - 12.30 - Workshop examples of work-in-progress and Q&A  

12.30 - 13.30 - Lunch 

13.30 - 14.30 - Structural editing 

14.30 - 14.45 - Break 

14.45 - 15.30 - Line editing 

15.30 - 16.00 - Workshop and Q&A 

Eligibility:  
All LISS-DTP PhD students at either King’s College London, Queen Mary University of London, or 

Imperial College using social science methodologies. 

Pre-course preparation:  
No pre-course preparation is necessary. 

Number of students: 
• Minimum number required to run: 5 

• Maximum number of places available: 20 

 

Accessibility 
LISS DTP aims to provide an inclusive environment for everyone who attends our events to enable 

participation for all. If you have any special requirements such as alternative 

communication/presentation access needs, please let us know at liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk. 
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