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Course Description

This short online course introduces you to the essentials of entrepreneurship and sustainability. It explores
how entrepreneurial thinking can address today’s most pressing challenges—environmental, social, and
economic. By learning the basic pillars of sustainability and seeing how they connect with entrepreneurial
action, you will gain the foundation to further explore social and sustainable entrepreneurship in the next
course.

Course Purpose
The purpose of this module is to spark curiosity and excitement about entrepreneurship as a tool for
creating sustainable impact. Students will:
e Understand the three pillars of sustainability: environmental, social, and economic.
e Learn how entrepreneurs use creativity and innovation to respond to sustainability challenges.
e See inspiring examples of entrepreneurship driving positive change in society and the planet.
e Build interest and readiness for the upcoming Social and Sustainable Entrepreneurship course.

Course Structure

Entrepreneurship Basics & Sustainability Foundations
e What is entrepreneurship?

e Introduction to sustainability: environmental, social, and economic pillars.
e How entrepreneurship and sustainability connect.
e Examples of simple, real-world businesses that address sustainability challenges.

Pathways to Social and Sustainable Entrepreneurship

e Why sustainability matters for entrepreneurs today.

e Stories of entrepreneurs making social and environmental impact.

o Key skills and mindsets needed for sustainable entrepreneurship.

e Preview of the upcoming Social and Sustainable Entrepreneurship course.
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Meet your course convenor:

Professor Mine Karatas-Ozkan

Mine Karatas-Ozkan is Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship at the University of Southampton and
Vice President of Talent Development for the European Academy of Management. Her research and
teaching centre on social sustainability, diversity, equality, and inclusion in leadership and entrepreneurship.
A pioneer of social entrepreneurship education in the UK, she introduced the subject into university
curricula and has published reflective papers on her experiences as a thought leader and educator.

She has held several leadership roles at the University of Southampton, including Associate Dean of
Research, Director of the Faculty Graduate School, and Founding Director of the Centre for Inclusive and
Sustainable Entrepreneurship and Innovation. Mine has led numerous collaborative projects funded by
national and international organisations, working with academic and non-academic stakeholders such as
social entrepreneurs, women leaders, refugee entrepreneurs, intermediary organisations, and policymakers.

Her commitment to women's leadership and supporting women from disadvantaged backgrounds led her to
complete executive education on women's leadership at the Yale School of Management. She supervises
doctoral candidates and early career researchers in areas including social and sustainable entrepreneurship,
entrepreneurial ecosystems, diversity management, gender and entrepreneurship, refugee
entrepreneurship, corporate social responsibility in SMEs, and strategy and institutional change in higher
education.



