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Course Description:

This course, split across two sessions on a single day, will provide an introduction to searching and
using archives for postgraduate research. It will show students how to identify and navigate
records useful for their specific area of research and provide them with the skills required to use
and interpret them.

Meet your course convenor(s):

The Barts Health NHS Trust Archives team (Kate, Ginny and Medha) will all contribute to elements
of the training. They are all trained archivists, with experience in archival research and in delivering
training and skills sessions for undergraduate and postgraduate students.

Learning Outcomes:

e Students will know what archives are and how they are arranged and catalogued

e Students will have an understanding of the potential of archives for supporting research in
the social sciences

e Students will understand how to search and navigate an archive catalogue

e Students will understand how to interrogate and interpret archival sources for their
research, including records in analogue and digital formats

e Students will have basic collections handling skills


https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2109
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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e Students will be able to develop archival research methodologies, record their findings and
cite sources

Course Outline:

The course consists of two sessions, running in the morning and afternoon of a single day, and
takes place at Barts Health NHS Trust Archives in central London. It will include taught elements
and discussion activities to help students develop key skills and research methodologies.

Session 1 will provide an introduction to archives, and how they differ from other cultural
collections held in libraries and museums or galleries. It will cover how archives have historically
been used for research, and how they can be used to support research across the social sciences
and beyond, using examples from the Trust Archives’ own collections.

It will cover how to get started with archival research, including: how catalogue descriptions reflect
archival records and the importance of knowing the history and structure of a collection to navigate
the records.

Session 2 will discuss questions around the materiality of archives, including digital access and
physical access to records in the archives. Students will receive training in collections handling and
advice on how to capture and organise the research data they gather, and how to make the most
of their time in archives.

Reading list:

https://libguides.hull.ac.uk/archives-basics/what-are-archives

Pre course preparation:

Students should visit the Barts NHS Trust Archives catalogue, and attempt to identify an item which might
be relevant for their research. They should then email the reference of the item identified to
barts.archives@nhs.net, by (at latest) a week before their session. The record or item will be available at the

course sessions to be used as part of a training activity

Number of students:
Min: 5

Max: 15

Accessibility

LISS DTP aims to provide an inclusive environment for everyone who attends our events to enable
participation for all. If you have any special requirements such as alternative
communication/presentation access needs, please let us know at liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk.



https://libguides.hull.ac.uk/archives-basics/what-are-archives
https://www.calmview.co.uk/BartsHealth/CalmView/
mailto:barts.archives@nhs.net
mailto:liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk
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