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Course Code & 
Title 

LISS2107 Conceptualising the International  

Convenor(s) Jenna Marshall, Sharri Plonski 

Institution KCL, QMUL Department EIS & SPIR 

Academic Year 2025 - 2026 Term Spring 

Number of 
Sessions 

5 
Length of 
Session(s) 

2 hours each 

Day, Date Start and End time Room Location 

19/1/2026 
2/2/2026 
16/2/2026 
2/3/2026 
16/3/2026 

15:00 - 17:00 
Bush House (NE) 2.02, Strand Campus, King's 

College London 
(IN PERSON) 

Enrolment 
Link: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from Monday 15th December 2025. Click the course link 
to log in and register 
 
Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-
dtp.ac.uk) 

 

Course Description: 
This course is mandatory training for 1st year PhD students in Research Area 5: Violence, Global 

(Dis)Order and (In)Security. It is therefore an opportunity to build shared understanding on what 

constitutes ‘the international’, from multiple theoretical, empirical, geographical and conceptual 

starting points. The course works to unsettle hegemonic, linear understandings of the world, by 

embracing new ways of seeing, thinking and engaging the ‘global’ through intimate, everyday and 

often marginalised voices. Across the course, we focus on situated, grounded knowledge as a way to 

unravel a world shaped by and inherently bound up with colonial, imperial, gendered and racial 

capitalist relations and the violent, material structures that sustain(ed) them; and as a way to explore 

the multiple, layered, past and present movements that challenge and unmake them. Through  close 

readings of integral texts (some new, some much older) and collective discussions of key threads 

from RA5, students will develop tools to think through and with their own projects in new and 

challenging ways. Our overall hope for the course is that students learn to consider the world from 

different sites, lenses and approaches, aimed at rethinking what we know, understand and how we 

engage in global politics. The course will feed into a cross-year reading group, in which students lead 

and facilitate collective engagements with key texts that will build on this module. 

 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/bush-house
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/bush-house
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2107
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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Meet your course convenor(s):  
The course is convened and facilitated by two of RA 5’s co-leads: Jenna Marshall (KCL) and Sharri 
Plonski (QMUL). 
 
Jenna Marshall is a Lecturer in International Studies at King’s College London and former Visiting 

Fellow at the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford. Her research interests focus on the political 

economy of developing countries and the intellectual traditions of the Global South. She is co-

editor with Jasmine K. Gani of the 100th Anniversary Special Issue for International Affairs (vol. 98), 

"Race and Imperialism in International Relations: Theory and Practice" and co-editor of the 

forthcoming Special Issue for European Journal of Development Research, "Race, Anti-Racism and 

Development." She is a founding member of the Race and Development working group and the 

Caribbean Political Economy Group (C-PEG). Her research interests concern the political economy 

of the global South, non-western intellectual history, and critical/antiracist methodologies of 

knowledge production. Her current book project chronicles the intellectual and political histories of 

‘creole elites’ within the Fabian Colonial Bureau and their impact on global economic governance.  

Sharri Plonski is a senior lecturer in international politics at Queen Mary University of London. Her 

work focuses on the material - often violent - and imaginary geographies of colonial infrastructures, 

anchored in Israel, Palestine and the wider region. Her first book, Palestinian Citizens of Israel: 

Power, Resistance and the Struggle for Space (Bloomsbury, 2018) sets the stage for her work, 

investigating anti-colonial and decolonial disruptions to colonial and imperial re-makings of space. 

She has since published her work in Antipode, Politics, Geopolitics, International Affairs, Savage and 

other venues, and is currently developing a second book project, A Train to Nowhere: The 

Temporal Folds of Israel's Corridor Infrastructures. In addition to her academic publications, she co-

produces a story-telling podcast on the violence of infrastructure and those harmed by and 

organising against infrastructural power, called “Surviving Society Presents: Material Crimes”.  

Learning Outcomes: 
● To build shared conceptual analysis of ‘the international’ through multiple (often 

marginalised) lenses, approaches and voices 

● To develop key understandings of our current moment as shaped by colonial violence, 
imperial conquest and the multi-layered struggles and refusals of colonised/Indigenous 
peoples 

● To develop critical engagements with core texts, from authors that think from and with the 
Global South, Indigenous and/or colonised sites and histories 

● To learn how to ground theory in/from one’s own PhD projects and to think conceptually 
about one’s own work with a range of texts concerned with colonial, postcolonial and 
decolonial lenses 

https://materialcrimes.com/
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Course Outline & Expectations: 
The course will run for 10 weeks, meeting every 2nd week on Mondays, from 3:00 - 5:00 pm, over 

the first half of the winter term. Each session, we will explore two texts on themes that ground ‘the 

international’ in colonial, postcolonial and decolonial relations. One will be a foundational text, that 

in many ways built the scaffolding for later concepts, theories and approaches; and one more 

current, that offers new modes of exploring the essential threads of the ‘foundation’ text.  

We have assigned full books, with the understanding that students will not necessarily be able to 

read the texts in their entirety. Yet, rather than assign specific sections, we encourage students to 

read as much as they can and to choose what they think is most important to read (i.e. pick several 

chapters that they really want to dive into and focus on those), much as they might with any text 

that contributes to their PhD projects. Reading together also allows students to read at different 

paces and take up different aspects of a text, and to share their learning and thinking with others.  

As conveners, we’ll do our best to situate the discussion in the threads and themes of the course. 

However, our intention is to let the students guide the discussions; to read the texts from their own 

lenses and experiences, with everyone contributing to the intellectual arc of the course. 

We have divided the course into five themes with the idea that each builds on the one that came 

before: 

Week 1: Capitalism & Planetary Orders (19 January, 2026) 
Robinson, Cedric. (2000/1983). Black Marxism: The making of the Black radical tradition. Penguin 

Books.   

Appel, Hannah. (2019). The Licit Life of Capitalism: US Oil in Equatorial Guinea. Duke University Press. 

Week 2: Policing & Violence (2 February 2026) 

Hall, Stuart, et al.., (2017/1978). Policing the crisis: Mugging, the state and law and order. 

Bloomsbury Publishing. 

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. (2022) Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation. Verso Books. 

Week 3: Colonialism as Global Project (16 February, 2026) 
Oyeronke Oyewumi. (1997). The Invention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western Gender 

Discourses. University of Minnesota Press.  

Manjapra, K. (2020). Colonialism in global perspective. Cambridge University Press 

Week 4: Third Worldism (2 March, 2026) 
Wright, Richard. (1956). The Colour Curtain: A Report on the Bandung Conference. Dobson Books. 

Getachew, Adom (2019). Worldmaking after empire: The rise and fall of self-determination. 

Princeton University Press. 
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Week 5: Resistance and Refusal (16 March, 2025)   
Kanafani, Ghassan (2023/1972). The 1936-39 revolt in Palestine. Committee for Democratic 

Palestine. 

Estes, Nick (2024) Our history is the future: Standing Rock versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the 

long tradition of Indigenous resistance. Haymarket Books. 

Reading list: 
Appel, Hannah. (2019). The Licit Life of Capitalism: US Oil in Equatorial Guinea. Duke University Press. 

Estes, Nick (2024) Our history is the future: Standing Rock versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the 

long tradition of Indigenous resistance. Haymarket Books. 

Getachew, Adom (2019). Worldmaking after empire: The rise and fall of self-determination. 

Princeton University Press. 

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. (2022) Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation. Verso Books. 

Hall, Stuart, et al.., (2017). Policing the crisis: Mugging, the state and law and order. Bloomsbury 

Publishing. 

Kanafani, Ghassan (2023/1972). The 1936-39 revolt in Palestine. Committee for Democratic 

Palestine. 

Manjapra, Kris (2020). Colonialism in global perspective. Cambridge University Press 

Oyewumi, Oyeronke. (1997). The Invention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western 

Gender Discourses. University of Minnesota Press.  

Robinson, Cedric. (2000/1983). Black Marxism: The making of the Black radical tradition. Penguin 

Books.   

Wright, Richard. (1956). The Colour Curtain: A Report on the Bandung Conference. Dobson Books. 

Pre course preparation 
 
The students should have read each of the assigned texts by the time of the sessions 

 

Number of students:  
Min: all members of the 1st year cohort 

Max: 12 people 
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Accessibility 
LISS DTP aims to provide an inclusive environment for everyone who attends our events to enable 

participation for all. If you have any special requirements such as alternative 

communication/presentation access needs, please let us know at liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk. 

 

mailto:liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk
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