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Course Description:

In today’s global and multicultural world, researchers also shoulder the responsibility to contribute
to the creation of an inclusive and equitable society. Cultural competency is essential for those who
strive to drive cultural and systemic change through their work, ensuring their research fosters
understanding, equity, and meaningful impact across diverse disciplines and communities. This 3-
hour workshop offers a foundational understanding of cultural competency and how to incorporate
it into various research disciplines.

This interactive workshop draws on evidence-informed debates, frameworks, and practices. It
introduces key concepts and encourages reflection on how cultural factors influence research
processes and outcomes and explore strategies researchers can apply to integrate transformative
practices into their research.

This workshop does not focus on specific research methods—such training is available through
other courses at LISS DTP. Instead, it complements researchers’ existing research skills by
encouraging them to adopt an additional methodological lens, enabling them to move beyond
merely constructing meanings and concepts. Through group discussions and case studies, you will
gain insight into how cultural considerations can enrich your research design, data interpretation,
and overall approach.
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Ideal for PhD students from all disciplines, this session aims to enhance the cultural relevance and
impact of their research. Whether you are just starting or already in the midst of your research
journey, this workshop offers tools and strategies to support the development of culturally
competent research in your field.

Join us to start or strengthen your journey toward culturally competent research.
Eligibility:

This course is open to all PhD students using social science methodologies.
Pre-course preparation:

The below are suggested readings for the session. These are not required readings, if a student has
not read the text, they are still welcome to join the session. These readings are designed to
enhance and deepen your understanding of themes and issues covered.

1. Jamieson, M. K., Pownall, M., & Govaart, G. H. (2022). Reflexivity in quantitative research: A
rationale and beginner’s guide. Social and Personality Psychology Compass, 17, e12735.
https://doi.org/10.1111/spc3.12735

2. Lee, M. Y., & Zaharlick, A. (2013). Introduction. In Culturally Competent Research: Using
Ethnography as a Meta-Framework (online edn). Oxford Academic.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199846597.003.0001

3. Li, S., Miles, K., George, R. E., Ertubey, C., Pype, P., & Liu, J. (2023). A critical review of
cultural competence frameworks and models in medical and health professional education:
A meta-ethnographic synthesis: BEME Guide No. 79. Medical Teacher, 45(10), 1085—-1107.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0142159X.2023.2174419

4. Suh, E. E., Kagan, S., & Strumpf, N. (2009). Cultural competence in qualitative interview
methods with Asian immigrants. Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 20(2), 194-201.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1043659608330059

5. Casado, B. L., Negi, N. J., & Hong, M. (2012). Culturally competent social work research:
Methodological considerations for research with language minorities. Social Work, 57(1), 1-
10. https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swr002

6. Pelzang, R., & Hutchinson, A. M. (2018). Establishing cultural integrity in qualitative
research: Reflections from a cross-cultural study. International Journal of Qualitative
Methods, 17(1). https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406917749702

Capacity:

Maximum number: 35
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Accessibility

LISS DTP aims to provide an inclusive environment for everyone who attends our events to enable
participation for all. If you have any special requirements such as alternative
communication/presentation access needs, please let us know at liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk.
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