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Course Code & 
Title 

LISS2001 Introduction to Interdisciplinary Research  

Convenor(s) Krzysztof Krakowski 

Institution 
King’s College 
London 

Department Department of Political Economy 

Academic Year 2025-26 Term Spring 

Number of 
Sessions 

2 (same day) Length of Session(s) 5 h 

Day, Date Start and End time Room Location 

13/3/2026 

10:00-12:00 & 13:00-16:00  

(12:00 – 13:00 lunch break) 

Waterloo Bridge Wing G/8, Waterloo 

Campus, King’s College London  

(IN PERSON) 

Enrolment 
Link: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from Monday 15th December 2025. Click the course link 

to log in and register 

Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-

dtp.ac.uk)  

 

Course Description: 
This course on Data Driven Interdisciplinary Research aims to equip PhD candidates with the 
knowledge and skills to conduct comprehensive research that combines theoretical and 
methodological approaches from different social sciences. The course emphasizes the combination 
of theoretical and empirical approaches from such disciplines as sociology, political science, 
political economy, geography, and history. Additionally, the course addresses the issue of 
collaborative research skills, preparing students to work effectively within interdisciplinary teams 
and to develop comprehensive research proposals that address multifaceted social phenomena.  
 

Meet your course convenor(s):  
Krzysztof Krakowski is a lecturer in the Department of Political Economy. He received his PhD in 
2018 from the European University Institute in Florence. Previously, he worked in United Nations 
Office for Drugs and Crime in Kenya. His research focuses on cooperation and conflict in different 
settings. He has conducted fieldwork in such countries as Colombia, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Poland, among others.  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/waterloo-bridge-wing
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/waterloo-bridge-wing
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2001
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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Learning Outcomes: 

• Outcome 1: Develop a comprehensive understanding of interdisciplinary research 
frameworks, integrating theories and methodologies from sociology, political science, 
political economy, geography, and history. 

• Outcome 2: Demonstrate the ability to integrate approaches from multiple social science 
disciplines to address research questions in innovative ways. 

• Outcome 3: Gain expertise in collecting, managing, and analyzing a variety of data types, 
including survey data, administrative records, archival documents, GIS data, and social 
media data. 

• Outcome 4: Enhance collaborative research skills, working effectively within 
interdisciplinary teams to conduct and disseminate research. 

• Outcome 5: Write and develop comprehensive research proposals that clearly articulate the 
interdisciplinary nature of the study. 

Course Outline: 
 

Aims 

The course covers the interdisciplinary empirical research methods and their applications in social 
sciences, emphasizing the integration of qualitative and quantitative research approaches. The 
course aims to equip students with the skills to conduct and critically evaluate complex 
interdisciplinary research projects, combining theories and methodologies from sociology, political 
science, political economy, geography, and history. 

The course focuses on the application of interdisciplinary research frameworks to study real-world 
social phenomena. Workshop-style seminar will cover theoretical foundations and practical 
illustrations of interdisciplinary research. Students will also engage in developing research 
proposals and collaborative projects, enhancing their ability to conduct and communicate 
interdisciplinary research. 

Seminar 

This course is planned as a one-day 5-hour seminar block (with 1-h break for lunch). It will be 
offered in Semesters 1 & 2. The block will be divided in three sessions of 2, 1.5, and 1.5 hours, 
respectively. Each session will cover key topics in interdisciplinary research methods, using practical 
examples and case studies. Participants are expected to read the assigned material in detail, 
covering the main arguments, methodologies, and analyses conducted by the authors.  

Detailed sessions outline: 

1)  Understanding Interdisciplinary Research Frameworks 
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• Participants will compare and contrast different social science approaches using the 
examples from the study of cooperation and conflict in diverse settings. 

2)  Practical Integration of Multi-Disciplinary Approaches,  

• Participants will discuss how to conduct an interdisciplinary research project. Illustrations 
will include: i) a study that combines historical archival research with contemporary GIS 
data to map out architectural design of historic German villages and correlate this with 
present-day social cohesion, and ii) a study on public opinion, combining traditional survey 
data analysis with social media analysis to understand the factors influencing political 
support dynamics at the time of political violence in the United States. 

3)  Development of Interdisciplinary Research Proposals 

• Participants will work in groups on a (mock) draft proposal for a grant application on a topic 
of their choice. The convener will illustrate the task using the example of a proposal 
focusing on the historical evolution of gender equity norms using archival data from USSR 
and modern sociological and political economy theories. 

Reading list: 
 
Session 1:  

- Elster, J. (2015). Explaining social behavior: More nuts and bolts for the social sciences. Cambridge 

University Press. Selected chapters (to be communicated) 

Session 2:  

- Hager, A., and Krakowski, K. (2024). "Settlement Structure and Social Cohesion." Working paper. 
- Krakowski, K., Morales, J. S., & Sandu, D. (2022). Violence against politicians, negative 

campaigning, and public opinion: evidence from Poland. Comparative Political Studies, 55(12), 

2086-2118. 

Session 3:  

- Giani, M., and Krakowski, M. (2024). "Equal in Private, Unequal in Public? Coeducation and Sexism 
across Social Spheres." Working paper: https://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/5QBW7. 
 

Number of students:  
Min:  

Max: 28 

https://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/5QBW7
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Accessibility 
LISS DTP aims to provide an inclusive environment for everyone who attends our events to enable 

participation for all. If you have any special requirements such as alternative 

communication/presentation access needs, please let us know at liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk. 

 

 
 

mailto:liss-dtp@kcl.ac.uk
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