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Course Code & 

Title 
LISS2015 Researching with Qualitative Data  

Convenor(s) Carla Finesilver 

Institution KCL Department 
School of Education, 

Communication & Society 

Academic Year 2025-26 Term Autumn 

Number of 

sessions 
2 Length of session(s) 3h with breaks 

Type of 

training 
Research skills 

Day, Date Start – End Location 

21/11/2025  

28/11/2025  
13:00-16:00 WATERLOO JCMB G.14 

Enrolment 

Links: 

Available to book on SkillsForge from Tuesday 7th October 2025. Click to log in and register: 

https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,n

umber=2015,; 

Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-dtp.ac.uk)  

 

Course Description: 

These two sessions are designed for students new to analysing qualitative data. We first consider what is 

involved in creating and managing qualitative data sets. The sessions provide an introductory overview to 

qualitative analysis by looking at the processes of coding data, categorising it, and developing themes. We 

will also briefly consider how to evaluate qualitative data analysis to ensure our own arguments are 

convincing, and review others.  

There are two linked sessions, the first including with more of a focus on verbal data (e.g. talk and text) and 

the second more on visual and multimodal data. In each, there will be presentation of some of the key 

theoretical positions, presented examples of research data and analysis, time for class discussion, and 

practical small-group activities with sample data.   

 

Reading list: 

Core reading 

Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2017). Research Methods in Education. Taylor & Francis Group. 

Chapter 32 ‘Approaches to qualitative data analysis’ (pp. 643-656).  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/james-clerk-maxwell-building
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2015
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2015
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
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Then pick one (or more) of chapters 34–37 in this volume, which seems most closely related to your current 

research plans. 

Further reading on qualitative research  

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2013). Successful qualitative research: A practical guide for beginners. SAGE. 

Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods (Fifth edition). Oxford University Press. (Chapters 17, 24 & 25) 

https://read.kortext.com/reader/epub/242728 

Charmaz, K. (2006). Constructing Grounded Theory: A Practical Guide through Qualitative Analysis. SAGE.  

Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2017). Research Methods in Education. Taylor & Francis Group. 

http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/kcl/detail.action?docID=5103697 

Seale, C. (Ed.). (2017). Researching society and culture (Fourth edition). SAGE. 

Further reading on visual and multimodal methods 

Ali, S. (2017). Visual analysis. In C. Seale, Researching Society and Culture (4th ed., pp. 455–476). Sage 

Publications Ltd. 

Denzin, N. K. (2004) Reading film: using photos and video as social science material. In U. Flick, E. von 

Kardoff and I. Steinke (eds) A Companion to Qualitative Research. London: Sage, pp. 234– 47. 

Jewitt, C., Bezemer, J., & O’Halloran, K. (2016). Introducing multimodality. Routledge. 

Rose, G. (2016). Visual methodologies: An introduction to researching with visual materials. London: SAGE. 

Further reading on doing inclusive research 

Berger, R. J., Lorenz, L. S., & Sherry, M. (2016). Disability and Qualitative Inquiry: Methods for Rethinking an 

Ableist World. Taylor & Francis Group. 

http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/kcl/detail.action?docID=4541797 

 

Eligibility: 

LISS DTP students planning qualitative or mixed methods research projects are recommended to take this 

course.  

[KCL students in the School of Education, Communication & Society should note that material in this session 

overlaps with Dr Finesilver’s qualitative analysis sessions on your internal research training programme, and 

you are not expected to attend both the ECS and LISS versions. These sessions are longer and include more 

practical activities.] 

 

Pre-course preparation:  

Preparation for Session 1 

Download these two documents: focus group transcript and demographic information  

https://read.kortext.com/reader/epub/242728
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/kcl/detail.action?docID=5103697
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/kcl/detail.action?docID=4541797
https://studysites.sagepub.com/braunandclarke/study/Qualitative%20data/Body%20Art%20Focus%20Group%20Transcript%20Final.docx
https://studysites.sagepub.com/braunandclarke/study/Qualitative%20data/Body%20Art%20Focus%20Group%20Participant%20Demographic%20Information.docx
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These are provided as an example of some raw research data collected as part of a research project, in this 

case the transcript of a focus group. It is quite long, so you do not need to read the whole thing in advance, 

but you should read a sample or skim it to get the gist. We will use this for the group activity.  

Preparation for Session 2 

Start critically reflecting on the ways in which we meaning is constructed from images by creators and 

viewers. Make notes, as the plan is to spend some time discussing this in a group activity during Session 2. 

1.      Pick some key search terms relating to your current research plans or a topic of interest (e.g. "girls in 

STEM", "speakers of minority languages") and try typing them into an internet image search engine (e.g. 

Google Images). 

2.      Note what kinds of images appear on the results page. Are they what you would expect, or a surprise? 

In what ways could you categorise them? Do you immediately see any themes or patterns? What are your 

thoughts about this? 

3.      Use your search to find a webpage, news story, media article, etc. which is related somehow to your 

topic, and which contains both text and at least one image. Who or what is the main object of the picture? 

E.g. Is it the actual person/place/etc. the story is about, or a generalised/stock image? What impression is 

given by the particular photo selected, and what aspects of it give you that impression? Does the image 

have a particular meaning in this context that it would not have elsewhere? 

If you do not have experience of using qualitative analysis software, I recommend downloading NVivo (via 

your university) and finding out whether it might be useful to you. 

Number of students:  

Minimum number required to run:  

Maximum number of places available: 60  


