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Course Code
& Title

LISS2009 Digital Research and Climate Justice: A Workshop

Convenor(s) | Christopher Ohge

Institution Department
Academic | ). o6 Term | Autumn
Year
Number of .
am ?r o Length of Session(s) | 3 hours
Sessions
Day, Date Start and End time Room Location
00 - A- STRAND BLDG S0.03
Thursday November 6th, 2025 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM (IN PERSON)

Available to book on SkillsForge from Tuesday 7th October 2025. Click to log in and register:
Enrolment | https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kel/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2009,;
Link:
Questions? Visit our Training FAQ here: Frequently Asked Questions - LISS DTP (liss-dtp.ac.uk)

Course Description:

To meet climate targets, the world needs to cut net carbon emissions by about half by 2030 and achieve net
zero carbon by 2050. Globally, Information Communication Technology (ICT) already contributes 1.8% to 3.9%
of greenhouse gas emissions and is currently projected to grow significantly. Transport accounts for about
14%, and research often involves heavy travel for conferences, meetings, and fieldwork. This course examines
what we can do as researchers to minimise our carbon impact and critically evaluate green policies.

Meet your course convenor(s):

Christopher Ohge is Senior Lecturer in Digital Approaches to Literature at the University of
London’s School of Advanced Study. He serves on the core team of the Digital Humanities Climate
Coalition and convened the working group to create the DHCC Toolkit (https://sas-
dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/). He also serves as the Associate Director of the Herman Melville
Electronic Library. The author of the book Publishing Scholarly Editions: Archives, Computing, and
Experience (2021), he has also published widely on nineteenth-century literature, textual
scholarship, and digital humanities. In 2023 he received a joint fellowship from the Mellon
Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities (USA) to complete a digital edition of
Mary Anne Rawson’s anti-slavery anthology The Bow in the Cloud (1834).

Learning Outcomes:

1. Articulate how you can decarbonise your research and teaching


https://www.kcl.ac.uk/visit/strand-building
https://training.kcl.ac.uk/kcl/#he/dev/eventDetails,;em,providerCode=LISS,providerOrgAlias=kcl,number=2009
https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/training/frequently-asked-questions/
https://sas-dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/
https://sas-dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/
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2. Understand the role of data science in climate transition and climate justice by
working at the intersection of humanities and digital technology

3. Describe how critical discourses within the Digital Humanities (and knowledge
institutions) can effect broader transformations of society.

Course Outline:

DHCC Toolkit Intro (60 minutes)
Introductions. Refining questions, challenges, opportunities

First, facilitated brainstorming and rapid co-production will refine questions,
challenges, and opportunities around climate change and the digital humanities that
are relevant in your local contexts. This will balance the knowledge that time is fleeting
and there is an impetus to act, with an awareness that participants will have variable
expertise regarding the climate crisis, the energy/resource costs of digital
technologies, and ‘green computing’ practices.

Second, participants will be asked to respond to sections of the DHCC's work-in-
progress Greening DH Toolkit. Specifically, participants will work in small groups to
evaluate prototype sections of the toolkit, and to design their own implementation
strategies for these sections. In keeping with the “RE-MIX" theme of the conference, we
will discuss how agencies, funding bodies, and institutions in the Benelux region can be
leveraged to enable implementation, as well as the barriers they might create.

e Introduction to the toolkit and how it is structured [15 min]
e Engaging with the toolkit
o Participants to examine a section of the toolkit that speaks to their needs and
interests [20 min]
o Formulate responses—questions or provocations or suggest edits—and discuss
as a group [25 min]

15-minute break
Reflections and Commitments (up to 50 minutes)

Third, participants will be asked to vocalise their priorities, next steps, and the
commitments they make to their future DH work, so as to create both an individual and
collective impetus to act. Participants who would like to continue to collaborate on the
Toolkit after the workshop will be invited to join the DHCC Toolkit Action Group.

e How can we translate what we discussed into concrete next steps?
e Possible next steps inspired by an earlier DHCC workshop and maybe H4F workshops
[10 min]
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e Ask participants what commitments they can make for the next week, month, year,
collect those commitments and discuss [20-25 min]

e Pick a commitment and ecard and schedule the card to be sent in a week/month/year
as a reminder

Reading list:

Required:

Baker, James, Christopher Ohge and Lisa Otty. ‘A Digital Humanities Climate Coalition
Toolkit for Researchers and Institutions’, Digital Humanities 2023: Collaboration as
Opportunity (DH2023) , Graz, Austria, 10-14 July 2023.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8108115

Optional:

Baillot, Anne. 2023. Text and Heritage in the Age of Climate Crisis. Cambridge:
OpenBook Publishers. https://doi.org/10.11647/0BP.0355.

Freitag, Charlotte, Mike Berners-Lee, Kelly Widdicks, Bran Knowles, Gordon S. Blair, and
Adrian Friday. 2021. ‘The Real Climate and Transformative Impact of ICT: A Critique of
Estimates, Trends, and Regulations’. Patterns 2 (9):

100340. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2021.100340.

SLOCAT. 2021. ‘Tracking Trends in a Time of Change: The Need for Radical Action
Towards Sustainable Transport Decarbonisation, Transport and Climate Change Global
Status Report'. https://tcc-gsr.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/1.1-Global-
Transport-and-Climate-Change.pdf.

Greening the Digital Humanities Resource Hub. This is a Google doc of further
resources. Please feel free to suggest additions, or to leave comments about your own
experiences with the tools listed here.

Santarius, Tilman, Jan C. T. Bieser, Vivian Frick, Mattias Hojer, Maike Gossen, Lorenz
M. Hilty, Eva Kern, Johanna Pohl, Friederike Rohde, and Steffen Lange. ‘Digital
Sufficiency: Conceptual Considerations for ICTs on a Finite Planet’. Annals of
Telecommunications, 12 May 2022. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12243-022-00914-x.

Travis, Charles, Deborah P. Dixon, Luke Bergmann, Robert Legg, and Arlene Crampsie
(eds.). 2022. The Routledge Handbook of the Digital Environmental Humanities. London:
Routledge.


https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8108115
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0355
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2021.100340
https://tcc-gsr.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/1.1-Global-Transport-and-Climate-Change.pdf
https://tcc-gsr.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/1.1-Global-Transport-and-Climate-Change.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u9rLCp0vrPiUdo9mbOak7ESDwrAbHI0vWEvPbFh9tfw/edit?usp=sharing
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12243-022-00914-x
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-the-Digital-Environmental-Humanities/Travis-Dixon-Bergmann-Legg-Crampsie/p/book/9780367536633#sup

London Interdisciplinary Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership

Pre course preparation (including readings and exercises need to be done before each session
starts) —

Review the DHCC Toolkit: https://sas-dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/

Number of students:
Min: 5

Max: 15


https://sas-dhrh.github.io/dhcc-toolkit/

