Section 1 - Assessment Criteria - please read

CASE Studentship Project Proposal - Assessment Criteria

LISS DTP will evaluate CASE Project Proposals according to the four criteria detailed below (see also
percentage weightings). All applications will be assessed using the same criteria.

1. Quality of the project

Is the topic relevant and likely to produce high-quality social science research? Are the research questions
well formulated? Is there a feasible and rigorous research design? Does the proposed work offer genuine
scope for doctoral research? How well does the research project resonate with the aims and vision of LISS
DTP (e.g., interdisciplinarity, data-driven research, and impact) and the strengths and priorities of the
particular academic institution and department in which it will be based?

(40% weighting)

2. Quality of the collaboration proposed

What is the added value of the non-academic collaboration? What is the nature of the commitment from the
partner organisation? For example, what additional developmental or training opportunities will arise
through the collaboration between the student, the academic team, their broader academic environment
(including the academic department, institution, and LISS DTP), and the partner organisation? How will these
training opportunities be structured? Will the partner organisation offer distinctive forms of experience in
areas related to analysis, dissemination, research management, networking, knowledge transfer?

(30% weighting)

3. Potential for societal and/or economic impact
What is the potential societal and/or economic impact of the project? How does the partner organisation
envisage its role in realising the potential impact? Does the work offer opportunities that will lead to

economic and/or social impact?

(15% weighting)

4. Suitability of the project team


https://liss-dtp.flexigrant.com/crm/viewpeople.aspx?id=960374

Why is this combination of academics and partner organisation optimal for the proposed project? For
example, are the research areas of the supervisors relevant to the proposed work? Do the supervisors have
significant PhD supervisory experience? Is the recruitment process well planned? How does the student
recruitment process aim to widen university participation of candidates, especially for candidates from non-
traditional routes to PhD research?

(15% weighting)

Section 2 - Supervisor details

PRIMARY APPLICANT DETAILS

Name
Surname
Email (Work)
Address

All CASE project proposals must have:
. Afirst supervisor from one of our three partner institutions.
A second, or co-supervisor, from one of our three partner institutions.

Please add the project supervisor details. Depending on the institutional regulations it may be possible to
add the external partner in the supervisory team.

The first supervisor can invite the second (and third) supervisor as a collaborator within the CASE project
proposal application. This is done via the Participants tab on the application summary page.

First Supervisor Details

Surname

No Response

First name

No Response

Email

No Response

Institution

O King's College London
O Queen Mary University of London
O Imperial College London


mailto:jiaqi.1.he@kcl.ac.uk

Faculty

No Response

Department/School

No Response

Please provide details of:

e Position held
e total number of PhD students currently under supervision and supervised to date
e details of relevant research expertise

No Response

Second Supervisor Details

Surname

No Response

First name

No Response

Email

No Response

Institution

O King's College London
O Queen Mary University of London
O Imperial College London

Faculty

No Response

Department/School

No Response

Please provide details of:

e position held

e total number of PhD students currently under supervision and supervised to date
e details of relevant research expertise.

No Response



Third Supervisor Details

Please complete this section if there already is a proposed third supervisor for the project.

Would you like to add a third supervisor to this project?

Select yes if the proposed project already has a third supervisor in place. Third supervisors can be added
once awarded projects have recruited students, following institutional regulations on supervisory teams.

O Yes
O No

Section 3 - CASE project details

Project title

No Response

Non-technical summary:

Please provide a summary of the project using non-technical language. The summary will be used to
publicise the research project on the LISS DTP website.

No Response

Project description

Please provide a full description of the proposed project, outlining its aims, proposed methodology and
data, expected implications for research and practice, timescales, and plans for dissemination and
knowledge exchange, both between the academic team and external partner, and with wider audiences.

No Response

Research Area

Which is the most relevant LISS DTP Research Area to your project?
LISS DTP Research Area descriptions: https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/research-areas/

O 1. Global Health Innovation

O 2. Business Analytics, Management, and Applied Economics
O 3. Language, Culture, and Education

O 4. Environment and Sustainability

O 5. Global Order and Security

QO 6. Public Policy and Governance

ESRC Discipline Classification

Which classification best describes the research?


https://liss-dtp.ac.uk/research-areas/

You can see full details here: https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/esrc/what-is-social-science/social-science-
disciplines/

O Demography

O Area & Development Studies

O Economics

O Economic & Social History

O Education

O Environmental Planning

O Human Geography

O Linguistics

O Management & Business Studies
O Politics & International studies
QO Psychology

O Science & Technology Studies

O Social anthropology

O Social Policy

O Social Work

O Social Statistics, Methods & Computing
O Socio legal Studies

O Sociology

Innovative Qualitative Methods

Will the proposed research involve gualitative methods that are regarded as innovative within your subject?

These may include proficiency in data analysis techniques for textual, aural, and visual materials (both
offline and digital), familiarity with innovative methodological approaches (e.g., participatory action research,
multi modal and arts-based methods, historical/comparative analysis, and archival research strategies),
understanding and application of specific analytical frameworks, technical skills in using qualitative data
analysis software (e.g., NVivo, ATLAS.ti, or MAXQDA).

Answering 'no' to this question has no negative consequences for your application so please only answer 'yes' after
carefully evaluating the description of what constitutes innovative qualitative methods above.

O Yes
ONo

Innovative Qualitative Methods - details

If your proposed research aims to draw on innovative qualitative methods, please outline the methods and
their contributions to your project.

No Response

Advanced Quantitative Methods

Will the proposed research involve quantitative methods that are regarded as advanced within your subject
specialism?


https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/esrc/what-is-social-science/social-science-disciplines/
https://www.ukri.org/who-we-are/esrc/what-is-social-science/social-science-disciplines/

AQM research goes beyond applying descriptive statistics and other basic generic (eg., simple regression)
and subject specific methods. The expectation for AQM research is that the analysis will use quantitative
methods that extend beyond the standard elements of quantitative research.

Answering 'no’ to this question has no negative consequences for your application so please only answer 'yes' after
carefully evaluating the description of what constitutes advanced quantitative methods above.

OYes
ONo

Advanced Quantitative Methods - details

If your proposed research aims to draw on advanced quantitative methods, please outline the methods and
their contributions to your project.

No Response

Advanced Computational and Digital Methods

Will the proposed research involve advanced computational or digital methods?

These may include creating and compiling large-scale datasets, applying big data analytics techniques,
designing and building digital tools, and conducting simulations using agent-based modelling.

Answering 'no’ to this question has no negative consequences for your application so please only answer 'yes' after
carefully evaluating the description of what constitutes advanced computational or digital methods above.

O Yes
O No

Advanced Computational and Digital Methods - details

If your proposed research aims to draw on advanced computational and digital methods, please outline the
methods and their contributions to your project.

No Response

Linguistic proficiency
Will the proposed research require the student to be proficient in a language other than English?

O Yes
ONo

Linguistic proficiency details

If the proposed research requires the student to be proficient in another language, please state the
language, and whether a student taking up the project with no background in the language could reasonably
acquire the necessary proficiency during the duration of the project or whether an already-fluent student
will be required.



No Response

Overseas fieldwork

Will the proposed research likely involve the student undertaking international travel for
fieldwork/research?

O Yes
O No

Overseas fieldwork details

If yes, please outline where the student will likely undertake the fieldwork and for how long (we understand
at this point this may only be indicative).

No Response

Interdisciplinarity

Will the proposed research involve an interdisciplinary approach?

This should be interpreted as approaches that cross Research Council boundaries rather than simply
various approaches/traditions within the social sciences - for example, collaborations between the natural
and social sciences, engineering/physical sciences and social sciences, medical sciences and social sciences,
arts and humanities and social sciences, computing and social sciences.

O Yes
O No

Interdisciplinarity details

If yes, how does the proposed research straddle these large disciplinary boundaries and which Research
Council boundaries are crossed?

No Response

Data

Which existing and new datasets are involved in the proposed research? Please briefly outline the types of
data involved (e.g., numeric, textual, aural, visual) and the sources of these data (including national and local
government, and the private sector). Please also indicate the skills the student is expected to possess to
handle the datasets. These include:

* Knowledge of appropriate data generation and use

* Checking, cleaning, and preparing data for analysis

* Implementing data quality assurance measures

» Manipulating and coding data effectively

* Recording and representing diverse data types

« Complying with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

No Response

Impact

What is the expected societal and/economic impact of the project?



Successful CASE projects will be sent to LISS DTP non-academic external partners for an impact review.
Feedback from this review will be shared with the CASE project supervisors and partner.

No Response

What research training should the student undertake?

Please briefly list the conceptual, general research, specialist and Research in Practice training you think a
student would need to undertake (or to have undertaken) in order to successfully complete the project.

For details of the different training categories, please refer to Section B in the ESRC Postgraduate Training
and Development Guidelines: https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ESRC-281123-
PostgraduateTrainingDevelopmentGuidelines2022.pdf

No Response

Placement

Please indicate if the student is likely to undertake a placement at the partner organisation(s), or at another
organisation.

ESRC requires all LISS DTP funded students to undertake a 3-month (13-week) placement during the PhD.
This is included in the standard 3.5-year funding period. If not completed, funding is reduced to 3.25 years.

The placement should address skills gaps identified through the Development Needs Analysis at the start of
the PhD programme.

No Response

Section 4 - Non-academic partner details

Each CASE project must have at least one named non-academic partner.

Non-academic partner 1

Name of the non-academic partner organisation

No Response

Name of contact at non-academic partner (student supervisory contact)

No Response

Email of contact

No Response

Address of non-academic partner

No Response


https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ESRC-281123-PostgraduateTrainingDevelopmentGuidelines2022.pdf
https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ESRC-281123-PostgraduateTrainingDevelopmentGuidelines2022.pdf

Webpage of non-academic partner organisation

No Response

What category does your non-academic partner most closely align to?

This will be used for annual reporting purposes to the ESRC.

O Private Company
O Charity/Third Sector
O Public Sector

O Other

Non-academic partner 2

Please only complete these details if you have an additional non-academic partner in your CASE project.

Would you like to add an additional non-academic partner to your CASE project?

O Yes
O No

Collaboration details

Details of collaboration

Please provide details of any existing collaboration between the academic supervisor(s) and/or department,
and the proposed non-academic partner(s), and describe how this studentship will further enhance the
collaborative relationship(s).

No Response

In the event that the non-academic partner(s) is unable to fulfil its commitments during the project
as outlined in the proposal, please outline your contingency plans.

Please note that all CASE projects that receive funding from LISS DTP are required to set up a Collaboration
Agreement with the non-HEI Partner(s) covering intellectual property and any in-kind or financial
contributions, to be signed before the studentship commences on the 1st October 2026. Supervisors are
responsible for contacting the legal/contracts team in their home institution to discuss this as soon as
possible after confirmation of award.

Should the collaboration with the named non-academic partner(s) cease at any point during an awarded
studentship, it is the responsibility of the supervisor(s) to find an alternative non-academic partner to meet
the collaborative requirements of the CASE funding.

No Response

Developmental/training opportunities

Please provide details of how the involvement of the non-academic partner(s) will add value to the student's
training, and how these development/training opportunities will be structured.



This contribution could involve funding or in-kind contributions. For example, these include relevant
research resources (e.g., equipment use, research accommodation and office space, expertise and skills,
access to data sets and research participants), training provision, end user contacts, and facilitation of
research dissemination.

No Response

Will the non-academic partner(s) provide any financial contribution to the studentship? If so, please
provide details.

The maximum financial contribution possible is 50% of the value of the studentship, which would equal
approx. £11,000 p/a for a Home Student, but smaller contributions are welcomed.

This contribution supports the student's stipend, fees, and training costs.
No Response

Will the non-academic partner(s) provide any funding support to the student? If so, please provide
details.

This contribution is in recognition of the extra responsibilities associated with collaborative studentships,
and increases the student's basic stipend. Basic London weighted UKRI studentship stipends are set at circa
£22,780 p/a for 2025-26.

Any additional contributions from the partner should be paid directly to the student.
No Response

Will the non-academic partner(s) provide any additional financial or in-kind contributions? If so,
please provide details

Examples include travel and subsistence expenses to support the student/supervisors travelling between
their institution and the partner organisation(s), other materials, data, training, facilities to be made
available to the student.

No Response

Section 5 - Student recruitment details

If the CASE project is approved, please outline the recruitment and selection strategy to be used.

Please note that CASE project proposals must be submitted without a nominated student.
Successful projects should be advertised with a clear and fair recruitment process.

Successful CASE projects will be listed on the LISS DTP website, but please note that further advertising (e.g.,
on FindAPhD) is the responsibility of the supervisor's home department.

No Response



Briefly outline how your planned student recruitment process incorporates widening participation
criteria at your institution.

No Response

Do you envisage this project as best suited to a 1+3.5 (Masters + PhD) or +3.5 (PhD only) award, or
either?

The project must be designed in such way that students are able to submit their thesis by the end of their
funded period.

Please note that ESRC funded students must submit their thesis within the funded period.

O1+35
O+35
O Either

If this project has the potential of being offered in 1+3.5 (Masters plus PhD) format, which Masters
programme(s) would you advise a successful candidate to apply for?

Please list any Masters programmes you feel would be appropriate. These can be updated and added to if
the project is awarded.

No Response

What is the name of the Doctoral programme that a successful candidate should apply for?

No Response

Do you envisage this project as best suited to a full-time or part-time student, or either?

O Full-time
O Part-time
O Either

Section 6 - Approvals

Ethical Approval

The ESRC requires that the research and training it supports will be carried out to a high ethical standard as
described in its Framework for Research Ethics (FRE). If successful, your project will have to be submitted to
a relevant institutional Research Ethics Committee (King's College, Queen Mary University of London,
Imperial College and/or NHS NRES). It is a requirement that the project receives full and formal ethics
approval.

O By submitting this application you agree to meet this requirement if successful.

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR):

If successful, full provision for agreement between parties on intellectual property rights (IPR) issues must
be specified. It is a requirement that IPR issues are clarified and that a formal agreement is signed by all
parties before the start of the studentship.

OJ By submitting this application you agree to meet this requirement if successful.



Impact review

Approved CASE projects will be shared with LISS DTP non-academic external partners for impact review and
feedback. These will be shared with the CASE project supervisors and partner.

O By submitting this application you agree to the impact review if successful.

Section 7 - Letter of support: Head of Department

Letters of support

CASE studentship project proposals require letters of support from:

e The Head of Department/School/Institute of the first supervisor
e Non-academic partner(s)

Letters of support can be uploaded in the following ways:
e CASE project applicants upload them directly in the relevant form section below
e CASE project applicants can invite the Head of Department and non-academic partner as Participants

within the Summary page. The Head of Department and non-academic partner will then receive a link to
upload their letters of support.

Head of Department/School/Institute letter of support

Please upload the Head of Department//School/Institute letter of support.
All letters of support should be submitted on letter headed paper and include contact details.
Letters of support must be submitted by the deadline of 7th November 2025 23:59 GMT.

Applications without the Head of Department//School/Institute letter of support will be considered
incomplete and will not be entered for review.

No Response

Section 8 - Letter of Support: Non-academic partner

Letters of support

CASE studentship project proposals require letters of support from:

e The Head of Department/School/Institute of the first supervisor
e Non-academic partner(s)

Letters of support can be uploaded in the following ways:



e CASE project applicants upload them directly in the relevant form section below
e CASE project applicants can invite the Head of Department and non-academic partner
as Participants within the Summary page. The Head of Department and non-academic partner will then

receive a link to upload their letters of support.
Non-academic partner letter of support

Please upload the non-academic partner(s) letter of support.

All letters of support should be submitted on letter headed paper and include the following:

e Organisation name

e Name and contact details of the person who will be the point of contact at the non-academic partner
for the duration of the CASE studentship

e Outline of existing collaboration between the non-academic partner and the supervisor(s) and/or
academic department

e Details of the collaboration, support, development/training opportunities, data-sharing, etc., that the
non-academic partner will provide during the CASE studentship

e Confirmation of the value (including in-kind) of the support as outlined by the supervisor(s) in the
application.

Letters of support must be submitted by the deadline of 7th November 2025 23:59 GMT.

Applications without the Head of non-academic partner(s) letter of support will be considered incomplete
and will not be entered for review.

No Response



