
Persuasion and Power in Ecological Transitions 
Strategic communications in ecological transition 

conflicts and the fight for the Brazilian bioeconomy

Background
➢ Intensifying ecological 

crises are driving open 
new or renewed spaces of 
political competition and 
conflict worldwide. 

➢ ‘Sustainability Transition’ 
research neglects the role 
of discourse formation, 
political persuasion, and 
communication contests 
in guiding transition 
pathways. 

➢ My research examines the 
new politics of the 
‘Bioeconomy’ transition 
in Brazil’s Amazon, where 
diverse political actors 
engage in new forms of 
competitive storytelling 
and counter-narrating.

3 Discourse Coalitions of 
Brazil’s Ecological 
Transition Conflict

1. Agro Society and Industrial 
Monocultural Agriculture for 
Food, Energy and Peace

2. Technological Nirvanas and a 
New Economy of Biodiversity

3. Socio-Biodiversity and a 
Bioeconomy of Justice and 
Inclusion

3 distinct political coalitions have 
emerged in the bioeconomy 
political arena; bound together 
by shared stories and storylines. 

So what?
Local Reality: land conflict; exploitation by 
outsiders; government invisibility; choices 
between deforestation and starvation; a 
fast-changing climate. 

Discursive Struggle: Bioeconomy 
discourse presents opportunities to value 
the ‘standing forest’ and traditional 
knowledge and ways of life. But ‘discursive 
capture’ by some threatens to legitimise 
monocultural agriculture and business-as-
usual.

Outcome: A disempowered coalition based 
on values of socio-environmentalism and 
shared stories of a new economic paradigm 
for forest communities has emerged 
dominant at national and international 
policymaking levels – highlighting the 
‘discursive power’ of civil society actors, 
NGOs and some sections of government.     
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