
Young Muslims’ Experiences of Islamophobia, Education and 

Social Mobility 

Findings

1. Muslims are continuously 
otherised and made to 
appear or feel distinct 
from British culture.

2. Islam and Muslims are 
often portrayed as 
incompatible with British 
values.

3. Muslims are portrayed as 
intolerant of the LGBTQ 
community.

4. Muslims are portrayed as 
unreliable narrators and 
their concerns of 
Islamophobia often 
delegitimised.

Methodology

This qualitative study 

employs methodology that 

involves triangulation of data 

obtained from: 

1. A review of secondary 

literature.

2. A media analysis.

3. Semi Structured 

interviews.

5. Muslims are portrayed as 
susceptible to extremism.

6. Some Muslim students 
believe that Islamophobia 
is caused through 
ignorance, and that more 
educational initiatives will 
help combat it.

7. Female Muslim students 
face gendered 
Islamophobia, especially 
those wearing religious 

markers such as a hijab.

8. Strong sense of 
unfairness and double 
standards at school 
managements’ handling 
of the topic of Palestine 
compared to Ukraine.

Introduction

1. Degree inflation refers to 

the growing number of 

jobs requiring degree level 

qualifications.

2. British Muslims, almost 

7% of the UK population, 

are the most 

disadvantaged faith group 

in the labour market.

3. Young Muslims are at a 

high risk of downward 

social mobility if the 

barriers that prevent them 

from gaining better 

qualifications are not 

addressed.
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