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9:30 Registration and refreshments

10:15 Opening Remarks - Prof Pietro
Panzarasa

10:30 Keynote Speaker - Dr Stephen
Webster

11:15 Research Presentations
12:35 Lunch

13:55 LISS DTP Post-Doctoral Speaker -
Alanah Mortlock

14:20 Lightning Presentation Round

15:35 Placements talk

16:10 Closing remarks
16:30 - 18:00 Social Mixer ‘



Professor
Pletro Panzarasa

Pietro Panzarasa is a Professor of Networks and
Innovation at Queen Mary University London and the
Director of the LISS DTP. Pietro’s research concerns the
structural foundations of social capital within networked
communities. He frequently collaborates with people in
industry and policymaking. Pietro is passionate about
engaging with the next generation of social science
researchers to push the boundaries of conventional
methodologies and expand insights generated within the
Social Sciences.




The Strange Case of Imperial College London: How the Social Sciences Ride to
the Rescue

Dr Stephen Webster is currently director of The Good
Science Project, an Imperial College-wide exploration of
research culture, and a collaboration between the
Science Communication Unit and the Office of the Vice-
Provost (Research and Enterprise).

He was also Director of the Science Communication Unit
from 2008 to 2021, teaching the philosophy of science,
and ethics. As well as running the Good Science Project he
is currently preparing a new edition of a biography of
Charles Darwin.




ESRC Postdoctoral Fellow in the School of
Education, Communication and Society at KCL

Project title:Ambiguities in Black: A Black feminist
analysis of the post-Dolezalian transracialism
discourse

Alanah Mortlock is a LISS DTP Postdoctoral Fellow in the School of Education, Communication &
Society. She completed her ESRC-funded PhD at the LSE Department of Gender Studies in 2024. Her
research interests include Black feminisms, theorisations and epistemologies of Blackness, mixed-
raceness and racial ambiguity, theories of identity, and the intersections of gender, race and sexuality.
Alanah holds an MSc in Gender from the LSE and a BSc in Psychology from the University of Warwick.
She is a member of the editorial collective for the Engenderings blog.




student Presentations

Five minute Research Presentations from current third year LISS DTP PhD students

11:15 Carmel Cardona - Remaking the self after cancer:
pleasure, embodiment, creativity.

11:25 Kolbrun Kristinsdottir - The role of extreme
overvalued beliefs as a cognitive-affective driver of
fixation in lone-actor grievance-fuelled violence

11:35 Maxmin Lange - Al Medication Recommendations
for Schizophrenia

11:45 Matteo Nebbiai - When Firms Want Data
Regulation: Regulatory Protectionism in the Digital Age
12:55 Hafiza Sultana - Female and Male Social
Entrepreneurs’ Networking in an Emerging Economy.
12:05 Filip Marzecki (Kaleta) - /Interpersonal Violence and
Common Mental Health Difficulties: A Genetically
Informed Approach

12:15 Mariana Steffen - Exploring the Active Ingredients
and Contextual Factors of Social Prescribing for Children
and Young People with Mental Health Difficulties|?

12:25 Melissa Matar - Examining the Policy Network in
Higher Education in Emergencies: The Case of Syrian
Refugees in Lebanon.




Remaking the self after
cancer: pleasure,
emhbodiment, creativity. Carmel Gardona

A cancer diagnosis can be experienced as a rupture, affecting all areas of one’s
identity, including physical, temporal, psychosocial, sexual and relational. Many
patients feel a sense of involuntary surrender when they start treatment, and
silencing, stigma and shame still abound, from medical teams, families and society
more broadly. The impact on sexuality is a post-cancer burden which is often felt
to be the most distressing, and which remains a taboo subject for healthcare
professionals. Renegotiating one’s sense of self in the face of a cancer diagnosis
requires navigating biomedical power structures, gender and corporeal norms,
and working with and within hegemonic cancer culture. Although the number of
people surviving cancer is dramatically increasing, the lived experience of
survivorship is complex. As well as recalibrating one’s sense of self, people living
post-cancer are navigating their relationship with ‘survivorship’ as a concept,
dealing with iatrogenesis, coping with the impact on their sexuality and
renegotiating relationships.

Based on the significant role that pleasure and sexuality play in subject formation,
and the place of art and creativity in facilitating the remaking of the self, this
research investigates the ways in which people renegotiate their embodied sense
of self following a breast cancer diagnosis, using arts-based research methods to
explore the place of pleasure, embodiment and creativity in this process.




Interpersonal Violence and
Common Mental Health e
Difficulties: A Genetically
Informed Approach Filip Marzecki (Kaleta)

Filip Marzecki (Kaleta), Yasmin I. Ahmadzadeh, Olakunle A. Oginni, Jean-
Baptiste Pingault, Thomas A. McAdams Isabelle Ouellet-Morin, Sylvana
Céte, Richard E. Tremblay, Jean-Philippe Gouin, Massimiliano Orri, Michel
Boivin, Marie-Claude Geoffroy, Kaushalya Jayaweera, Fruhling Rijsdijk,
Sisira Siribaddana, Athula Sumathipala, Binoli Herath, Sameeha Jabir,
Kennath Widanaralalage, Isabella Badini & Helena M. S. Zavos

()

Interpersonal violence (e.g., bullying, intimate partner violence) affects millions of people
worldwide and is related to depression, suicidal ideation, and self-harm (self-injury with
or without suicidal intent). The existing literature on these associations is predominantly
cross-sectional and correlational; more research needs to be conducted using methods
that strengthen causal inference from observational data, such longitudinal, confounder-
adjusted and genetically informed analyses. Additionally, most of the literature on the
topics comes from the Global North and high-income countries (HICs). | assessed the
relationship between experiencing interpersonal violence and specific mental health
outcomes (self-harm, suicidal ideation and depression) in genetically informed
longitudinal cohort studies in England and Wales (Twins Early Development Study),
Canada (Quebec Longitudinal Study of Child Development), and Sri Lanka (Colombo
Twins and Singleton Study). In addition to applying epidemiological methods, such as
linear and logistic regressions, | applied co-twin control models, and polygenic scores to
leverage causal inference.




Detecting Gontamination Anxiety
Using Physiological Markers 5B
Measured hy a Wrist-Worn
Wearahle

()

Anxiety disorders affect approximately 4.05% of individuals globally and have
shown significant growth, particularly in developed regions and among women.
Anxiety symptoms exist on a spectrum, yet even subclinical symptoms maintain
substantial clinical significance and are frequently overlooked in clinical practice
and research. Objective physiological markers, such as heart rate, electrodermal
activity, and skin temperature, may offer valuable insights beyond subjective
assessments. This study investigates whether these physiological markers can
reliably detect contamination-related anxiety in a general adult population using
machine learning techniques, specifically Support Vector Machine, Decision Tree,
Random Forest, and K-Nearest Neighbors. Participants underwent tasks in virtual
reality eliciting anxiety symptoms, and physiological responses were recorded
using a wearable device. Data analysis is presently being conducted to determine
which physiological markers and machine learning models most accurately detect
contamination-related anxiety. Findings aim to identify patterns and individual
differences, potentially informing more targeted early interventions for anxiety
management.




Al Medication
Recommendations for
sSchizophrenia

Mazim Lange

Maximin Lange, Urvik Metha, Nikolaos Koutsouleris, Feras Fayez, Dhruv
Deepak & Ricardo Twumas

IWe developed and validated a prototype medication recommender system for
hospitalized patients with schizophrenia, addressing a critical gap in personalized
antipsychotic medication selection. Using data from the Medical Information Mart
for Intensive Care (MIMIC-1V), we analyzed prescriptions for 1,451 patients (mean
age 28.6 years, 35.1% female) admitted with schizophrenic disorders between
2008 and 2022. We evaluated five collaborative filtering algorithms through
nested patient-wise cross-validation. Treatment success was quantified using an
affinity score (0-1) incorporating admission intervals, medication changes, and
length of stay. Performance metrics included root-mean-square error (RMSE),
mean average precision at 3 (MAP@3), and area under the precision-recall curve
(AUC-PR). The Distance-based Representation with Neighborhood Component
Analysis (DR-NCA) achieved best prediction accuracy with RMSE of 0.086 (SD
0.056). Traditional Cosine similarity-based collaborative filtering demonstrated
superior recommendation quality (MAP@3: 0.798, SD 0.394). All algorithms
showed strong overlap (>0.90) between predicted and actual treatments, with
significant performance differences between methods (Friedman test p < 0.0001).
External validation using MIMIC-III data (67 patients, 78 visits) demonstrated
robust generalization: RMSE 0.366, MAP@3 0.796, overlap 0.5, and AUC-PR 0.699.
This proof-of-concept study establishes the feasibility of machine learning-based
medication recommendation for hospitalized schizophrenia patients. Further
validation in diverse healthcare settings and prospective studies is needed to
confirm clinical utility.




When Firms Want Data
Regulation: Regulatory é%
Protectionism in the Digital
Age Matteo Nebhiai

Digital trade has become a crucial part of the world economy - and the flow of
data across national borders is now a central feature of globalisation. At the same
time, an increasing number of national governments are restricting the movement
of data across borders. A common narrative portrays businesses as supportive of
openness to digital trade and opposing any government regulations constraining
cross-border data flows. However, some businesses seem to support restrictive
data regulation. My research asks: what makes some firms supportive of
restrictive regulation of cross-border data transfers?

| argue that when regulation increases costs for businesses in a homogeneous way
— across domestic and foreign companies — business is united in opposing them.
Contrarily, when it increases costs in a heterogeneous way - disproportionately
raising costs for foreign companies - domestic companies are more likely to
support such initiatives because they harm more their foreign competitors.

| show this mechanism in action by analyzing public consultations in the context
of the approval of the EU Data Act and the Cloud Cybersecurity Certification
Scheme. The analysis shows that EU-based companies — suffering a lower cost in
comparison with their foreign competitors — are significantly more likely to
support stricter data protection requirements.




Female and Male Social
Entrepreneurs’ Networking in
an Emerging Economy.

Research in social entrepreneurship is vital for fostering inclusive socioeconomic
development. However, there is still much to learn about how socially-oriented
entrepreneurs can offer sustainable innovations within resource-constrained,
weak institutional, and patriarchal emerging economy (EE) contexts. This thesis
incorporates social capital and institutional theories to analyze how female and
male social entrepreneurs navigate networks in different innovation phases within
an EE's institutional and sociocultural dynamics. The study adopted a qualitative
research design, a case study approach, and retroductive reasoning. It was
conducted in Bangladesh, an EE in Southeast Asia. | interviewed twelve female and
ten male entrepreneurs from eleven social enterprises and 24 individuals from the
entrepreneurs’ networks. | conducted focus groups with two social incubators and
two impact investment organizations. | am analyzing the data using thematic
analysis and cross-case synthesis. Preliminary findings suggest that entrepreneurs
leverage different types of preexisting ties, i.e., family, friends and ex-colleagues,
as complementary sources of support (research question 1). They create new
professional ties by joining multiple incubation and acceleration programs, along
with leveraging preexisting ties (research question 2). Establishing legitimacy helps
entrepreneurs form partnerships and collaborations, acquire investments, and
expand networks (research question 3). Women exhibit behaviors ranging from
adaptiveness to defiance to address gender-specific barriers. This study offers
insights into gender differences in socio-entrepreneurial networking by
investigating a unique group of entrepreneurs in an EE context. It also contributes
to developing a gender-inclusive ecosystem for social entrepreneurs, an
increasingly important agenda for academics, practitioners, and policymakers.




Extreme Overvalued Beliefs
and ldentities (EOBD, é%
synthesising the findings of
interdisciplinary research on
nathological fixation and
identity fusion. Kolbriin Kristinsdottir

Kolbrun Kristinsdottir, Julia Ebner and Harvey Whitehouse

Recent efforts to understand violent extremism have appealed to the concept of
extreme overvalued beliefs as a way of explaining fixation and extremist
commitments. Extreme overvalued beliefs refer to an ego-syntonic fixation that
grows more intense, absolute and emotional over time and is shared with a sub-
community. However, while extreme overvalued beliefs precede many targeted
attacks, most people who hold them do not resort to violence. Previous research
has highlighted four ‘ingredients’ associated with an increased risk of violent
extremism, only three of which are captured in studies linking extreme overvalued
beliefs to violence: perceived outgroup threat, demonization of the outgroup, and
endorsement of violence. We argue that the fourth element—missing from the
literature on extreme overvalued beliefs—is identity fusion: a visceral sense of
oneness with the group in which personal and group identities become
functionally equivalent. The goal of this paper is to improve current
understanding of the circumstances where individuals with extreme overvalued
beliefs turn into potential attackers. We show that when certain types of extreme
overvalued beliefs are combined with identity fusion it can lead to violent self-
sacrifice. Drawing on evidence from psychiatry, evolutionary anthropology,
behavioural psychology and computational linguistics, along with a forensic
analysis of three high-profile case studies of lone-actor grievance-fuelled
violence, we explore the interplay of these risk factors and propose a more
encompassing construct for explaining violent extremism. We call this hybrid
framework Extreme Overvalued Beliefs and Identities (EOBI), synthesising the
findings of interdisciplinary research on pathological fixation and identity fusion.




Flood disasters and their
impact on human heaith

Mariana Willmersdorf Steffen; Aisling J Murray; Imaan Mohammed; Francois van
Loggerenberg; Paul Heritage; Jennifer Y.F. Lau

Recent years have seen a rise in mental health challenges among children and
young people (CYP), while frontline treatments remain limited. Social prescribing
(SP), a holistic approach using community resources to empower individuals in
managing their health, offers a potentially more sustainable and acceptable
option for supporting CYP's mental health. Although early evidence is promising,
little is known about how SP works. Following the UK Medical Research Council
(MRC) framework for developing and evaluating complex interventions (Skivington
et al,, 2021), this study explores the active ingredients and contextual factors of
SP in supporting CYP mental health. Nineteen professionals involved in delivering
SP to CYP with mental health difficulties were interviewed. Through template
analysis, four active ingredients were identified: 1) SP offers a holistic approach
that involves tailoring programmes to a young person’s needs, interests and their
readiness, 2) SP offers young people an opportunity to exercise agency in defining
their care pathway and engaging in their recovery journey, 3) The development of
a professional but unpressured supportive relationship with a skilled adult is an
important factor in SP, and 4) SP offers a safe space for young people to discuss
their emotional needs and health. Additionally, four contextual factors influencing
SP delivery were identified: 1) supportive organisational environments, 2) parental
buy-in, 3) public awareness, and 4) barriers to access. Defining these active
ingredients and contextual factors can help consolidate SP for CYP’s mental
health, contributing to its wider adoption and impact.




Examining the Policy
Network in Higher
Education in Emergencies:
The Gase of Syrian
Refugees in Lehanon.

This presentation shares findings from my doctoral research, which explores
access to higher education for Syrian refugees in Lebanon through a decolonial
and participatory lens. Conducted during a historic economic collapse, socio-
political instability, and war, this study critically examines how national and
international actors shape refugee higher education policies, and how these are
experienced, resisted, and reimagined by Syrian youth. Using Participatory Action
Research (PAR), the research was co-designed and implemented with Syrian
refugee youth, who acted as co-researchers on the project between March and
September 2024. Together, we examined the structural, emotional, and political
barriers to higher education while challenging extractive research models by
foregrounding refugee youth as knowledge producers and policy actors in their
own right. This presentation will highlight emerging themes, including systemic
exclusion, emotional exhaustion, and the collective strategies of resilience and
resistance enacted by refugee youth in response to educational and political
violence. It will also reflect on the ethical and methodological complexities of
conducting participatory research in a volatile and hostile environment. This
research contributes to academic and policy debates on refugee education,
decolonial methods, and the role of higher education in emergencies. It illustrates
how education becomes a site of both contestation and hope in times of crisis and
constrained futures.




Lightning Presentations

14:25 Tamara Obradovic - Investigating the prevalence and impact of
Military Sexual Trauma (MST) on UK women service personnel: implications
for mental health, help-seeking and future support service design

14:30 Fabio Serrato Radigonda - HIV prevention among migrants:
Experiences of Brazilian gay men in Lisbon with PrEP

14:35 Achmad Amin - Government by the People and Numbers: Assembling
the Government of Rural Development through Commensuration
Techniques and Participatory Budgeting.

14:40 Mohammad Zaheer - Young Muslims’ Experiences of Islamophobia,
Education and Social Mobility

14:45 Erin Grace Lawrence - Understanding the psychosocial risk factors for
multimorbidity in psychosis: A mixed methods approach

14:50 Rendan Liu - Gendered labour in social media self-branding practices:
An ethnography of women influencers on Xiaohongshu

14:55 Dewi Delf - Preventing vaccine nationalism during a pandemic:
lessons from collective security
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Lightning Presentations

15:00 Hannah Wood - Embedding physical activity into the educational

experience to boost student mental health and wellbeing: Getting moving at
University.

15:05 Bianca Nicklen - enhancing the psychological management of
concerns about falling in older adults

15:10 Quentin Wight - Bioeconomy politics, discourse and storylines in
sustainable development transition in Brazil’'s Amazon rainforest

15:20 Charan Bijlani - Understanding and addressing food insecurity in the
council of Westminster: a community-based system dynamics approach

15:25 Irene Gonzalez Calvo - Childhood trauma and subclinical hypomania
in early adulthood: a genetically informative study.
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Placement panel discussion

LISS DTP Deputy Director (Research in Practice) Professor Arnab
Majumdar, will be joined by LISS DTP students to discuss their
experience of completing a placement.

Panel members:

Natalya Kovaleva (KCL, War studies) completed a placement with UK
Government's Open Innovation Team.

Lilli Rupprechter (KCL, Geography) completed an internship as a
Research Assistant to Professor Tamsin Edwards during her secondment
with UK Parliament.

Sarah Rabin (KCL, IOPPN) completed an internship with her PhD CASE
partner institution, The Royal British Legion.




This year the conference was organised
collaboratively by the LISS DTP Team.

Thanks to all those who presented.
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